
As former executive director of Gesell Institute 
of Child Development, located on the Yale campus,
I was often asked the question, “Aren’t children
smarter today?” The answer is, “No, they just know
different things such as computer skills vs. tying
shoe laces.” The nationwide Gesell research data
(2008-2010) on over 1,300
three-to-six-year-olds con-
firms that children are not
reaching developmental mile-
stones any sooner than they
were 100 years ago when Dr.
Arnold Gesell first started
collecting data on child 
development. So, now the
question we must ask is, if
children are not smarter, nor
developing faster, why is there this national expec-
tation, as evidenced in the Common Core State
Standards, to push children to learn sooner and
sooner?

Reading at the emergent level is one of the 
Common Core Standards; yet there is no research 
to support the teaching of reading skills to all 
five-year-olds. Will some five-year-olds learn to
read? Yes. Will all five-year-olds learn to read? 
No. Standards cannot mandate development. The
principles of child development should be the basis
for all decision-making for young children. Child
development matters. The following are my top ten
principles of child development which should shape
our expectations and guide the way we teach young
children.

Top 10 Principles of Child Development

Principle Number 1
Development is a constant and dynamic interaction be-
tween biology and experiences and influenced by culture. 

Heredity outlines development by providing a 
genetic framework for physical
characteristics that then affect
personal potentials and limita-
tions. Heredity influences 
development throughout life 
by affecting the sequences of
growth, the timing of puberty,
and the course of aging.

Heredity is not the sole source
of development. The quality and number of experi-
ences greatly affect development. Experiences are
necessary to support a child’s developmental growth
and progression through the stages. Experiences 
enhance development, but cannot speed up a child’s
rate of developmental growth. Quality experiences
build the foundation for future learning and affect
brain development.

Culture also influences this dynamic interaction 
between nature and nuture with defining the “ways” 
of life including arts, beliefs, and institutions of a
population. Culture is passed down from generation
to generation and includes codes of manners, dress,
language, written word, religion, symbols, and 
rituals. Culture is passed on by social interactions
with significant others/parents. It is necessary for
teachers of young children to understand the child
and his/her family in relation to both the immediate
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As a national consultant, Dr. Marcy Guddemi, is widely recognized as an expert in early education,
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of Child Development on the Yale campus, Dr. Guddemi led the Institute from 2007-2015 in its mission
of promoting the principles of child development in all decision-making for young children worldwide.  
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On February 11, 2016, The Alliance for Early Childhood hosted
its inaugural Preschool-Kindergarten Summit at the Chicago
Botanic Garden. The purpose of the Summit was to bring early
childhood educators together to empower them with the latest 
research relevant to young children in the preschool and 
kindergarten years. The vision that this event would inspire new
professional relationships and challenge the status quo came to
life. Over 175 participants, representing over 60 organizations
from the North Shore and beyond, gathered at this sold-out 
event, sparking something special in our community that will
have positive effects on our children for years to come.

We learned from influential early childhood leaders who shared
rich and diverse perspectives. The keynote address, “Endangered
Play, Endangered Development: What Research Says About The
Importance Of Play In The 21st Century,” was delivered by
Diane Levin, Ph.D. of Wheelock College, Boston. Breakout 
sessions were facilitated by nationally-known experts, including
Chip Donohue, Ph.D. (technology), Gillian McNamee, Ph.D.
(play), Debbie Leslie, MAT (math), and Patricia Pelletier, MFA
(art & creativity). Attendees were able to choose from multiple
breakout sessions throughout the day.

The Summit ended with an opportunity to reflect upon and 
summarize what had been learned, and the attendees were invited
to commit to action. We discussed the importance of partnering 
with parents and solicited ideas on how to best reach out to the
community to reinforce what was learned. I want to take this op-
portunity to share some of the highlights of what was presented.

• Time for play in school (and home) is critically important.
Children of all demographics are experiencing less opportunity
for self-directed play. In an effort to advantage children with 
earlier exposure to “academic” and structured content, we are 
actually missing the mark. The research is quite clear and
aligned; a young child’s brain needs time to authentically make
sense of new learning through imaginative play. In order to truly
support our children, we need to build their problem-solving
skills, foster creativity, and support resiliency – all artifacts of 
a play-based environment.

• Technology needs to be an interactive endeavor. It is not 
inherently “good” or “bad.” The question is, “How can we best
utilize technology with young learners?” In an early childhood
environment, students may collaborate using tech-based tools to
produce content that communicates their thinking and promotes
creativity. It is also important that we view ourselves as “media
mentors,” modeling behaviors we want our children to emulate. 

• Math attitudes are formed early. We need to offer multiple 
access points for students to develop number sense with 
confidence. Tactile, hands-on experiences allow children to 
view math as more than a right or wrong answer. Swapping 
out worksheets for math conversations and exploration builds
stronger mathematical minds and creates more positive disposi-
tions towards math. Long-term achievement in math is based on
this strong early childhood foundation.

• Art matters. Art can be found everywhere and includes everyday
objects. The early childhood classroom should nurture the artist
in every child and help children “see” art around them and 
visually problem-solve. Art develops observational skills and 
divergent thinking. 
This short recap of the Summit only scratches the surface of what
was accomplished during this tremendous learning experience.
Those who attended are coming together to commit to increased
parent education about the research that supports best practices.
As a community, we can strive to shift thinking around miscon-
ceptions that are often reinforced through policy and media. Our
young students are the source of great inspiration and motivation.
We share a common interest in ensuring that their foundational
years of education are propelling them toward a bright and en-
riching future. May there be many more Preschool-Kindergarten
Summits to help us reach this goal!  n

• THANK YOU for the generous support of Gina and Devin Mathews and The Winnetka
Public Schools District 36 for making the inaugural Preschool-Kindergarten Summit
possible.
• ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. Please visit The Alliance’s Preschool-Kindergarten
Summit webpage for links to PowerPoint presentations, articles, and resources from
the event.

The Alliance’s Inaugural Preschool-Kindergarten Summit
BY TRISHA KOCANDA, M.Ed.

Trisha Kocanda, M.Ed., is the superintendent of The Winnetka Public Schools District 36. This is her sixth year serving 
as The Winnetka Public Schools’ rep on the Board of Directors of The Alliance for Early Childhood.

From left to right: Trisha Kocanda, superintendent of The Winnetka Public
Schools; Julie Pfeffer, principal of Crow Island School; Liza Sullivan, 
The Alliance’s executive director; and Kendra Wallace, principal of Joseph
Sears School.
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Those of us who live on the North
Shore often report that we moved
here for the schools, but, what ex-
actly makes our schools stand out?
Most would agree that excellent
schools mean more than high test
scores. What do our schools do 
especially well? Are there aspects 
of other school systems that we can
learn from? We decided to find out
by conducting a survey for families
who had experienced both the
schools on the North Shore and other
school systems, too. Here are some
highlights from the results.

Michelle Liu’s three boys attended Greeley School before they
moved to Santa Monica, California in 2011. Michelle cites small
class size as a benefit of the Winnetka Public Schools and says,
“The report cards are amazing! Progressive education was a
wonderful start.” However, she found, “It was difficult for my
children to transfer to a school system that, although develop-
mentally inappropriate, expected them to be reading and writing
at the start of 1st grade.” Her advice to a family new to the North
Shore, “Enjoy the schools. Enjoy the amount of time and effort
the educators put into each child. Still wish I had Winnetka
schools out here.”

A family whose sons currently attend Sears School in Kenil-
worth, now in 5th and 3rd grades, were students at a public
school in Greenwich, Connecticut when the boys were in 2nd
grade and kindergarten. Their mother reports that, by compari-
son, the teachers at Sears are excellent and that she felt that “the
curriculum here is more challenging than at our Connecticut
school. Also, we are thrilled with the speech services we have 
received at Sears.” On the other hand, the Greenwich schools of-
fered more extracurricular activities that were not sports-related,
such as gardening and book clubs, a strong theater group, and
math and chess teams. “Since our family has a limited interest in
sports, this was a refreshing change,” she notes. She goes on to
say, “I have always believed our schools here to be excellent, but
after my limited experience with another school system, I am
more thrilled than ever to live here!”

Another family spent three years in the Wellesley, Massachusetts
schools when their three children were in elementary school.
They are now attending Crow Island, Washburne, and New Trier.

As their mother compares the Wellesley
and Winnetka schools, she reports that
Winnetka has “much smaller class size,
friendlier staff, and child-centered
learning.” She notes no drawbacks to
the Winnetka schools and remarks, “My
kids are happy to go to school here.”

A father, whose three children attended
Palm Beach Day Academy in Florida
when they were in preschool through
4th grade answered the survey. His 
children are now in 2nd grade at Hub-
bard Woods, 5th at Skokie, and 7th at
Washburne. He cites several unique
benefits of the Winnetka Public Schools

including: “The Washburne advisory system; the Hubbard
Woods re-enactments of immigration, the Mayflower, and 
Native Americans; and the social-emotional emphasis that makes
for a kinder and more thoughtful student body.” When asked
about any downsides to the schools here, he mentions, “The 
curriculum does not embrace a global world; [the] previous
school was much better at bringing an understanding of different
cultures and countries into the curriculum.”

Mary Jane Murphy’s five children, currently ages 12 to 1, at-
tended Riverstone International School in Boise, Idaho between
2012 and early 2015 and then returned to area preschools, Crow
Island School, and Skokie School. She reports, “Crow Island is a
great inquiry-based school. I appreciate its progressive approach
and its teachers and principal are truly invested in its students.”
She felt that her children were able to perform well in their new
school “because of the education they received from Crow 
Island” but, upon return, she notices more emphasis on Common
Core which, she believes, has resulted in a heavier use of text-
books. She hopes that the Winnetka Public Schools won’t lose 
its inquiry-based focus or progressive philosophy because of the
impact of Common Core.

A family whose children attended Hubbard Woods, Skokie, and
Washburne recently moved to Birmingham, Michigan. Their
mother reports that the benefits of the Winnetka Public Schools
include: “individualization, developmentally appropriate, [and]
play in the classrooms.” She goes on to note that while the 
progressive approach to teaching children in the early grades 
is quite different from that in a more traditional school system,
we found that, “as the children reach the 6th and 7th grade, the

North Shore Schools vs. Schools in Other Communities: 
How Do They Compare?

BY BLAKELY BUNDY, M.Ed.
Blakely Bundy, M.Ed., is the executive director emeritus and senior advisor for The Alliance for Early Childhood. She recently became

the co-director of Defending the Early Years, a national early childhood advocacy organization (www.deyproject.org).

Continued on page 11

2nd Grade, Hubbard Woods School, Mayflower 
Studies, Fall 2015. Photo by Kate Blaker.
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With the recent controversies about “free-
range” parenting, can you give suggested
milestones to allow children independence
and freedom? I have fond memories from
my childhood when I was able to wander
freely, explore on my bike, and play games
with neighborhood friends until dusk. I
want my children to have these same 
opportunities. 
- Non-“Hovering” Mom 

Dear Non-Hovering Mom:
I, too, remember the days when I’d come
home from school and run outside to play
until dinnertime. Nowadays, as parents, we
are more vigilant than ever about potential
dangers, and “free-range” parenting is 
certainly controversial. As I’ve had the
privilege to teach both children and police
officers self-defense for the past thirty-five
years, I view this issue as a parent and self-
defense instructor.

There are some variables that every parent
should consider when allowing their chil-
dren to wander freely. In life, we’re forced
to base decisions on probability rather than
certainty. For certain, most people in soci-
ety are good and decent, and for certain,
others are not, and some (a
small minority) would
harm our children. But
how probable is it they’ll
be in danger if we let them
out of our sight? When is

it okay to let our children wander freely,
explore, and learn to navigate all the 
adventures and challenges that life has 
to offer?

First, we can drop any notion that being
human is 100% safe for any of us and, 
of course, we cannot protect our children
every moment of their lives. I recall the
first time my son took the bus to kinder-
garten and how vulnerable I felt, since I
was at the mercy of a complete stranger
(the bus driver) and his skill set. Though
we may put safety first, we also need to
consider the value of letting our child 
independently traverse the world. Children
build social skills, learn to decide between
good and bad choices, and build 
resilience; all are critical life skills that 
lead to happiness in adulthood.

But how can we be certain our children 
are safe when they are out from under our
watchful eye? We can’t be certain, and 
letting that control go is counter to our
parental instincts. So, the solution is to be
incremental in allowing more freedom with
age. In addition, we consider the other vari-
ables about their geographic freedom and
who is around them.

One developmental milestone to consider is
when our children move
from concrete to abstract
thinking. At about age
eleven, a child begins to
develop abstract think-

ing. She can think about her thoughts 
and become better at predicting future 
outcomes. This cognitive development is 
certainly helpful when she needs to make
safe decisions on her own. It’s at this age I
would allow the onset of independent play.
You can allow your child some independ-
ence before that. Consider starting out with
independent play in your backyard at an
early age, especially if the yard is fenced
in, then allowing her to play within a few
neighboring homes, then within the block,
and so on. I err on the conservative side,
but some parents don’t, and neither is
wrong nor right here. As I said, most 
people are good and safe, and most of the
time we have little to worry about. At the
same time, harmful people will search out
easy prey, such as a young child alone and
unsupervised, so we must avoid overly 
permissive decisions that would put our
children in that place.

The time to allow more independence will
be incremental. And this is a good time to
suggest two skills that every child should
learn: how to swim and self-defense.

I have 4-year-old boy-girl twins. They
have been one another’s best friends for-
ever. But now, they are forging new friend-
ships. My daughter has lots of friends,
while my son tends to have 1 or 2 precious
friends from school, camp, and church. My
daughter is invited to playdates often. It

Advice by Paul Sweetow, LCSW

Paul Sweetow is a licensed psychotherapist with a practice 
in Winnetka. In addition to his psychotherapy work, Paul is 
a world karate champion and blends karate and therapy at
his school in Winnetka. More information is available at
www.PaulSweetow.com.Q A

Continued on page 6

PARENTINg
PARENTINg

PARENTINg

Question

Answer

Have a question you would like 
addressed? Submit it to 

lsullivan@TheAllianceForEC.org. 

Question

“Do girl cows make white milk and boy
cows make chocolate milk?” (Jettie, age 3)
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Do you have 1,000’s of digital photos (and videos) on your
phone, tablet, and computer? Are they as accessible and easy
to share as you would like them to be? Chances are you are
overwhelmed and unsure of how to manage your family’s
photo collection. You are not alone.

Here are six steps to help you regain control of your digital
photo collection; which will make enjoying and sharing your
photographic memories easy. 

• Delete the “less than stellar” photos immediately

Fight the instinct to save every photo. Bad photos are merely
clutter, making it more difficult to locate and enjoy the good
pictures. 

• Put all of your photos in one place

Transfer all your photos to one universal folder on your 
computer. This makes it easier to find, back up and move 
photos, to a new computer, when needed.

• Make it easier to find specific photos

Use a meaningful sub-folder system within the main photos
folder. One helpful method is to create sub-folders by year
and then by month within that year. 

Example: Main folder: Pictures

Sub-folder: 2015
Sub-sub folder: 2015_07 (for all photos you took in July) 
Sub-sub folder: 2015_12 Christmas (Meaningful subject
matter added to facilitate searching on a specific topic.)

NOTE: For Apple Photos App users, use these naming 
conventions as you’d like for your album structure.

• Focus on quality, not quantity

Edit your photos periodically. This way you save only the top
quality photos that tell your family’s story, and you will be
happier with a more manageable photo collection.

• Make sure your photos are safe and sound, if technology
breaks down or gets stolen

Back up your photo collection on a regular basis (monthly at a
minimum). Ideally, you will have multiple back-ups, with at
least one being off site (e.g., in the cloud or at your office or
neighbor’s house.) 

• Create a lasting memory

Digital photos offer wonderful opportunities to share our
memories with others. However, nothing replaces having a
photo to hold, touch and pass around at a family gathering.
Annually, print photos or create a photo book to document
your family’s story. And surprise, printed photos are another
form of back-up. Bonus!  n

Got Digital Photos? Get Organized!
BY BONNIE HILLMAN SHAY

Bonnie Hillman Shay is a certified professional photo organizer based on the North Shore. She helps her clients curate their family
photo (and movie) collections so that they are manageable, shareable, safe (backed up) and can be enjoyed now, as well as by future

generations. For more information, visit Bonnie’s website at www.MariposaCreativeSolutions.com. 

“Did the girl on the radio just say a bad word?
Uh oh. Her mommy is going to give her a 

time-out!” (Alexandra, age 4)
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crushes my son when she leaves and he is not invited. I try to
host playdates for my son while his sister is away, plan a spe-
cial activity just for us, or simply allow him to be home. How
do I manage and help him to manage his disappointment? 
- Mother of Twins 

Dear Mother of Twins:
Your question applies not only to twins but to most siblings,
especially those close enough in age to have similar and 
comparative expectations. The central question in this case is:
do you want to prepare the road ahead to fit your children or
do you want to prepare your children for the road ahead?

There are two basic strategies and life lessons here that will
help you help your son. One is to help him define the problem
and teach him to focus on the solution or improvement. Two
is to teach your son that he can tolerate disappointment, and
help him build resilience to life’s inequities. I call this my
S.I.T. strategy—an acronym for Solve, Improve, or Tolerate—
and it reminds me to sit with my problems rather than avoid
or distract myself from them. 

Building a high level of tolerance for frustration wouldn’t 
be necessary if you could shield your son from all the 
disappointments and pain in life. As parents, our instincts 
are to sooth, nurture, and protect our children from physical
and psychological harm and, as a loving mother, that‘s what
you’re naturally drawn to do. But consider the danger 
of doing that all of the time: your child will become 
a fragile adult surrounded by a world that is filled with 
challenges. We call these adults narcissistic since they expect 
the world to accommodate them, and are emotionally 
distraught when they’re continually presented evidence 
that is not reality. 

So, help your son define the problem that he feels disappointed
when his sister goes to play without him and calmly confirm the
problem. Then teach him to move from problem to solution/im-
provement. Throwing temper tantrums, lamenting, and repeat-
edly focusing on the problem will do little more than intensify
the negative emotion. 

What are the solutions and improvements that can be made 
in this case? You’re on the right track when you wrote: “I try
to host playdates for my son while his sister is away, plan a
special activity just for us, or simply allow him to be home.”
At the age of four, parents often orchestrate the playdates and
you may find that being proactive in your communities in
school, church, and camp by networking with other parents
may yield more playdates. Not only does your son need to 
be somewhat extraverted, but so do you! The next area of 
solutions and improvements are to become aware if he is, or is
not, receiving reciprocal playdate invitations. If he is, then I’d
predict that there will be more playdates in his future. If he is
not, then we need to consider his social skills or level of social
anxiety. If that is the issue, you want to look at building a
team of teachers and professionals around him to teach him
these skills and allow him to practice.

When solutions and improvements are not immediately avail-
able, your son can work on tolerating the pain of being alone.
First, remind him that his sadness is temporary, and he won’t
always feel that way. You may remind him of a time in the
past when he was sad, and ask him if he still feels sad about
that event that happened two days ago. He probably won’t be.
Next, help him define the difference between a Big Problem
and a Little Problem. Big problems are when we are in danger
or need to go to the hospital; little problems are everything
else. Another tool to build tolerance is my Rule of 5’s. I ask
the children whom I work to predict when the problem or 
emotion will go away: 5 seconds, 5 minutes, 5 hours, 5 days,
5 weeks, 5 months or 5 years. Once they pick any of those
choices, they feel better because they feel hopeful rather than
hopeless.  n

Continued from page 4 Q APARENTINg

After reading a fairy tale my son (age 3) 
asked, “Why do dogs not talk in our land?  

Is that just the way they grew up?”
Answer

For a list of great indoor and outdoor play spaces, visit The Alliance’s Let’s Play webpage (www.TheAllianceForEC.org). 

Save the dates for these Let’s Play events: 
• Inspiring Nature Play Conference: Wednesday, May 4, 9am-3:30pm, Chicago Botanic Garden. Parents and educators can learn the latest 

research about how nature play facilitates children’s development, as well as gain new hands-on nature play ideas. 

• The 2016 Park-A-Day Challenge: Monday, June 6 through Thursday, June 9. Join these public celebrations of child-directed outdoor free 
play and gain new ideas for summer play!
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CAMP PROGRAMS 2016
A Joyful Noise Camp (Kenilworth). June 20-July 29.

Adventures in Learning (The Winnetka Public Schools). June 15-July 19. Pre-K-grade 8.

All Things Bright and Beautiful Summer Camp (Kenilworth). June 14-July 21.

Center for Talent Development Summer Programs (Evanston & other sites). June 13-August 5. 
Age 4-grade 12.

French School Summer Camp (Winnetka). June 6-July 15.

North Shore Country Day School Summer Programs (Winnetka). June 20-August 12. Ages 3-13.

Northfield Park District. Age 3-grade 8.

Ronald Knox Montessori School Summer Camp (Wilmette). Age 2-6.

Sacred Heart School. Camp Galileo & Galileo Summer Quest (Winnetka). June 20-July 29. 
Pre-K-grade 8.

St. Francis Xavier School Camp (Wilmette). June 20-July 29. Age 3-grade 8.

Willow Wood Preschool Camp Willow Wood (Winnetka). Must be 3 yrs. by Sept. 1.

Winnetka Covenant Preschool Nature Camp. May 31, June 1- 2, & June 7-9.

Winnetka Covenant Preschool Toddler Sensory Camp. May 31, June 1 & June 7 & 9.

Winnetka Park District Summer Day Camps. Age 34 months-grade 9.

ONGOING
A Joyful Noise Preschool. Open registration for 2016-17 school year.

Ronald Knox Montessori School. Ongoing registration for 2016-17 school year.

Willow Wood Preschool. Ongoing registration for 2016-17 school year.

Winnetka Covenant Preschool. Ongoing registration for 2016-17 school year.

Winnetka Covenant Preschool North Shore Baby & Toddler Playgroup. Weekly drop-in and play, 
Thursdays, 9-11:30am.

Winnetka-Northfield Public Library District Summer Reading Club.

APRIL 2016 
16-30 Center for Talent Development, Tadpole Academy Parent-Child Classes. 

9:30-11am. Northwestern University, Evanston Campus.
16-30 Center for Talent Development, Free Parent Seminars. Saturday mornings and afternoons, April

16–May 21. Northwestern University and other Chicago-area sites.
16-30 Center for Talent Development, Weekend Enrichment Programs. April 16–May 21. For 

academically talented students age 4-grade 9. Northwestern University and other Chicago-area sites.
(continued)

Early Childhood Community Calendar 
There is a great deal going on in our community for parents and educators of young children! For full descriptions of many of
these activities and events, as well as additional listings, please visit www.TheAllianceForEC.org/earlychildhoodcalendar.php.

847-394-3903
 www.davey.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO.

Professional 
Tree and Lawn Care

Since 1880.
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Thank you to our Partn    
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APRIL 2016 (continued)
19 The Alliance for Early Childhood, The Importance of Being Little with Erika Christakis
Presentation. 9:30-11am.

21 A Joyful Noise, Tour Day. 9:30am.
26 Ronald Knox Montessori School Tour. 9:30am. RSVP required.
28 The Alliance for Early Childhood, District 36 Transition to Kindergarten Meeting.

Skokie School, Winnetka, 9:30-10:30am.
29 Family Action Network, Robert Putnam, Ph.D. “Our Kids: The American Dream in 
Crisis.” Evanston Township High School Auditorium, 7pm.

MAY 2016
1 Winnetka Park District, Mother/Daughter Tea Party. 1-2:30pm.
4 The Alliance for Early Childhood, Inspiring Nature Play Conference. Chicago Botanic 

Garden, 9am-3:30pm.
5 The Volunteer Center, Recognition Event. Reception and dinner.
7-21 Center for Talent Development, Tadpole Academy Parent-Child Classes. 9:30-11am.

Northwestern University, Evanston Campus.
7-21 Center for Talent Development, Free Parent Seminars. Saturday mornings and after-

noons, April 16–May 21. Northwestern University and other Chicago-area sites.
7-21 Center for Talent Development, Weekend Enrichment Programs. April 16–May 21. For

academically talented students age 4-grade 9. Northwestern University and other Chicago-
area sites.

11 Family Action Network, Angela Lee Duckworth, Ph.D. “Grit: The Power of Passion and
Perseverance.” New Trier Township, Winnetka Campus, 7pm.

13 Winnetka Park District, Movie-in-the-Park (Inside Out). Hubbard Woods Park, dusk.
17 A Joyful Noise, Tour Day. 9:30am.
24 Middlefork School, New Kindergartner Visitation Day. 3:15-4:30, 6-7pm.
26 A Joyful Noise, Tour Day. 9:30am.
30 Winnetka Park District, Memorial Day Parade & Observance. 10am, Glendale & Elm

Street.
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®

Committed to the Chicago Community since 1935
632 Green Bay Road                                     847.728.0030
Kenilworth, IL 60043       www.GrinsOnGreenBay.com

JUNE 2016
6-9 The Alliance for Early Childhood, Let’s Play Park-A-Day Challenge. 9am-

12pm.
15, 22 & 29 Winnetka Park District, Summer Concert Series. Hubbard Woods Park,

7-8:30pm.
26 Northfield Park District, Children’s Concert Series. Clarkson Park, 10:30-

11:15am.
19 Winnetka Park District, Take Dad to the Beach Ballpark Brunch. 9am-12pm.

Tower Road Beach.
25 Center for Talent Development, Opportunities for the Future Family Event.

Northwestern University, Evanston Campus, 1-5pm.

JULY 2016
4 Northfield 4th of July Festivities. Starting at 10am.
4 Winnetka’s Annual Fourth of July Celebration. Starting at 10am. 
6, 13, 20 & 27 Winnetka Park District, Summer Concert Series. Hubbard Woods

Park, 4:30-8:30pm.
8, 15 & 22 Northfield Park District, Children’s Concert Series. Clarkson Park,

10:30-11:15am.
9 Winnetka Park District, Water Carnival. Tower Road Beach, 10am-12pm.
30 Winnetka Park District, Family Camp Out. Tower Road Beach, 7pm-9am.

AUGUST 2016
22 Middlefork School, First Day of School. 

    tners for their support!

Enrichment | Online, Summer & Weekend Programs

www.ctd.northwestern.edu

Chicago Botanic Garden
Nature Preschool  

and Summer Camp

For Cultural Care register at: http://info.culturalcare.com/chicago
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Get A Leg Up On Those Varicose Veins!

Dr. John F. Golan
Rebecca Herlitz, CNP

495 Central Avenue  Northfield, IL  847-441-2700
www.northshorevascular.com

Dr. John F. Golan
Sarah Finke-Fyffe, PA-C

495 Central Avenue Northfield, IL 847-441-2700
www.northshorevascular.com

• Nutrition Counseling

• Professional Sports Conditioning

• Therapeutic / Athletic Stretch

• Corporate Fitness

• Group Training

• Weight Loss / Body Sculpting

• Cardio Fitness

• Strength Training

• Senior Fitness

• Pre & Post Natal Exercise

300 S. Happ Rd
Northfield, IL 60093

(847) 441-MEAT
http://www.hofherrmeatco.com

Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 9/30/16

     

   773.685.6902
chicago.hotshots4kids.com

     

   

     

   

     

   

     

   

     

   

1145 Wilmette Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091

srupp@wintrust.com 
D 847-920-3103
F 844-286-3894

Stefanie Rupp
Vice President 

WINNETKA, IL

847.986.6770

REINVENTING HEALTHCARE 
ONE PATIENT AT A TIME

John E. Croghan, MD
Philip H. Sheridan, MD
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curriculum and expectations seem to level out with other more
traditional schools.”

A mother whose children attended public schools in Tennessee
and are now at Sunset Ridge and New Trier, loves the fact that
her son is able to ride his bike to school and also is enthusiastic
about the small size of the schools in Northfield. However, with
a daughter at a NSSED (North Shore Special Education Dis-
trict) school, she finds the different school calendars of her
three children challenging. She also prefers the year round 
aspect of the schools in Tennessee. 

The mother of two children who attended Westwood Charter
School in Los Angeles before moving to Winnetka and 
enrolling in Crow Island, advises new families, “If you are
moving here because you hear that we have good schools,
please be sure to understand what makes them good schools. 
It is not simply about test scores. The curriculum and teachers
in Winnetka are top notch. Staff really knows the students and
encourages them to pursue their interests by exploring topics of
interest in detail.”    

An international perspective is provided by Noemi Viqueira,
whose three children have attended the British International
School in Riyadh, the British School in Rio de Janeiro, and the

American School in Madrid. While living in Winnetka from
2003 to 2007, her children attended Greeley, Skokie, and Wash-
burne. When comparing schools, she says that she appreciates
her children’s “involvement with the material they learned.”
Also, she likes “the way the classes were taught in the North
Shore Schools [which] compare[s] with the International
British or American Schools. We believed they were the best
education for our children, but the North Shore schools did not
cost as much and had a high educational standard similar to the
international schools!” Further, she says, “… Students were
given a sense of independence, making them the center of their
own education. This gave them freedom and a safe environ-
ment to learn at their own speed.” If speaking to a family mov-
ing to the North Shore, she would give this advice: “To support
and try to help the school system as much as they can for we
believe it is also important for the parents to be involved in the
children's learning process. …They are very lucky to have this
school system in their backyard.”

Do you have a story about your family’s experiences in 
another school system, as compared with schools on the
North Shore? If so, please tell us by completing our survey at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/bundysurvey n

North Shore Schools Continued from page 3

847-467-4000 | events.music.northwestern.edu

KIDS
SERIES
FARE

Fun, 
interactive 
Saturday 
morning 
concerts!

735 Elm Street, Winnetka
847 441 1115 | MazeHome.com

FURNITURE | LIGHTING | ACCESSORIES | GIFTS

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ALLIANCE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD?

If you love ScreenBreak and all the other Alliance events that take place throughout the
year, please consider joining The Alliance for Early Childhood Board! You can join as a
school representative or an at-large member. It is a great way to get involved in the com-
munity and learn more about issues related to early childhood. We would love to have you!
Find out more at www.TheAllianceForEC.org or contact President@TheAllianceForEC.org. 



As part of this year’s annual appeal, The Alliance for Early Childhood is offering 
the opportunity to thank an outstanding educator whom you feel has made a special 
difference in the life of a child. For every contribution of $75 or more, The Alliance 
will recognize a designated educator in several ways, including:

He or she will receive a personal letter, telling of the gift on his/her behalf. The donor 
will have the option of including a personal statement.

His or her principal or director will be advised of this distinction.

His or her name will be posted on The Alliance website and listed in the Early Childhood newsletter.

He or she will be acknowledged at The Alliance’s 2017 Networking Dinner.

Details about making a Tribute gift are available at www.TheAllianceForEC.org. 
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OUTSTANDINGteacher

HONOR AN EDUCATOR 
WITH AN ALLIANCE TEACHER TRIBUTE

THE ALLIANCE’S SPECIAL NEEDS ROUNDTABLE is looking to connect and support parents of children with
special needs. If you are interested in receiving information about meet ups, seminars, and support groups, 

please contact specialneeds@TheAllianceForEC.org.  
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and larger socio-cultural environment.

Is nature (heredity) or nurture (experiences)
or culture more important? While heredity
and culture cannot really be altered, the
quality and amount of experiences can! The
Common Core does not dictate instructional
strategies on the standards, and this is where
educators can make a difference by provid-
ing developmentally appropriate activities
for children.

Principle Number 2 
All children go through the same stages of devel-
opment at his/her unique pace, with starts and
stops, regressions and transitions.

Gesell’s original research, which corrobo-
rated by the Institute’s newest study, found
that each child has his/her unique pace of
development on a universal path of devel-
opment. Some children learn to walk sooner
than others; some learn to read sooner than 
others. Early walkers are not better walkers
than later walkers. Very compelling 
research shows that early readers have no
advantage over later readers by the end of
third grade. Educators and parents must not
believe that earlier is better, because each
child has a pre-determined pace of develop-
ment. Likewise, Common Core standards
cannot ignore this important principle of
child development. As written today, not all
children are biologically capable of meeting
all the standards at the designated grade
level in levels Kindergarten to Grade 3. Is it
reasonable to expect all children by the end
of third grade to meet all the K-3 standards?
Yes, at the child’s own pace. 

Principle Number 3 
Specific behaviors are associated with each age
and stage, yet there are huge individual differ-
ences among children.

Understanding child development means
knowing that each age has its own charac-
teristics and one cannot, for example, 
expect a five-year-old to behave like an
eight-year-old. It is impossible for the 
five-year-old to do that. One must respect
and appreciate the characteristics of each
age group. 

Adding to the challenge of understanding
and accepting each child’s age characteris-
tics is the fact that children are born with a
temperament. Some children are:
Feisty / Difficult
• Quarrelsome and touchy with intense moods
• Frequently excited; fidgety with high activity

levels
Flexible / Easy
• Tends to conform and “go with the flow”
• Easily adapts to change; bends rather than

confronts
Fearful / Cautious
• Slow to adapt, alarmed easily, anxious until

comfortable
• Withdraws from situations when upset
Temperament Influences:
• Activity Level
• Rhythmicity (Regularity)
• Approach/Withdrawal
• Adaptability
• Threshold of Responsiveness
• Intensity of Reaction
• Quality of Mood
• Distractibility
• Attention Span/Persistence

Recognizing a child’s temperament helps
you set appropriate expectations and de-
mands of the child’s behaviors in different
environments. Understanding temperament
helps you see each child as an “individual”
who reacts to you and others in his/her own
way. Recognizing your own temperament
also helps you understand why YOU react
to children in various ways.

Principle Number 4
Human relationships are critical to development.

Starting from birth, building a relationship
with the primary caregiver is critical for 
social/emotional development. As the work
of Eric Erikson reminds us, the child imme-
diately starts learning to trust or mistrust
his/her environment. As we educate the
children, we need to understand the child’s
level of social/emotional intelligence and
build relationships to enhance the growth 
of the child. Children learn more when they
want to please someone they love.

Principle Number 5
Interactions with the environment and with 
others are essential to learning and development.

Jack Shonkoff in From Neurons to Neigh-
borhoods: The Science of Early Childhood
Development (2000), shows us that interac-
tions are what “wire the brain” or connect
the neurons for brain growth. Children 
are not passive learners. They need to be 
actively interacting with their environment
and with others so that they actually 
“construct” their own knowledge. Shonkoff
describes interactions like playing ping
pong—serve and return. The interactions 
go back and forth and grow. “Discuss with”
children; do not “talk to” children.

Principle Number 6
Growth of self-regulation, cognitive flexibility, and
working memory (Executive Functioning Skills)
cut across all domains and are vital goals of 
development.

Executive functioning skills fall into one of
these categories:
Self-regulation: Ability to inhibit a dominant
response in favor of a less salient one
Cognitive Flexibility: Ability to change and
adjust mental effort
Working memory:Ability to hold informa-
tion and recall it when necessary

Outcomes of high executive functioning 
include:
• Focus
• Self-control
• Persistence/Engagement
• Delaying gratification
• Perspective-taking
• Communication skills

Executive functioning skills are extremely
important for academic success, as well as
success later in life. Research has found that
executive functioning skills are a better 
predictor of academic success than IQ. 
Read more in Ellen Galinsky’s Mind in the
Making: The Seven Essential Skills Every
Child Needs, 2010. 

Development Matters Continued from cover page

Continued on page 14

• Making connections
• Critical thinking
• Problem Solving
• Creativity
• Flexibility
• Taking on challenges
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Principle Number 7
Brain cells make physiological connections as new knowledge is 
connected to old knowledge—also known as the wiring of the brain 
or the architecture of the brain.

Neuroscience, a relatively new field of research, is the scientific
study of the nervous system—an interdisciplinary science 
collaborating with chemistry, computer science, engineering, 
linguistics, mathematics, medicine, philosophy, physics, and 
psychology. Brain cells or neurons have a head called a nucleus,
an axon that sends signals, and multiple dendrites that receive 
signals. When the axons and dendrites meet, they form a synapse
and exchange impulses. The forming of synapse after synapse is
what forms the “wiring” of the brain. A child is born with 100
brain cells and quickly starts connecting these cells. However,
these connections do not form randomly, but rather build—con-
necting new knowledge to old. This is such an important aspect
of learning and teaching. Children can memorize random facts of
knowledge, but unless the brains cells are able to connect, it is not
true learning.

Principle Number 8
A child is vulnerable to both environmental risks and interventions.

High-risk children include those children born into the following
categories:
• Poverty
• Minority origins
• Low birth weight
• Birth defects
• Birthing complications
• Age and schooling of mother

The achievement gap starts at birth! Children born into these
high-risk categories are already behind. However, the younger the
child is to receive intervention, the better the outcomes will be.
Head Start was created in the 1960’s because we knew waiting
until kindergarten was too late for some children. Now we know
that intervention for high-risk children in the first year of life has
the most benefits.

Principle Number 9
The younger the child, the more plasticity exists in the human brain. 

This principle is true for all children, not just high-risk children.
What happens during the first 5 years in the life of the child is
critical. Starting from practically conception, the brain is 
growing, growing, growing. By age 3, the child has developed
85% of the brain mass of an adult brain. But more important than
mass alone are the connections that the brain cells are making.

Principle Number 10
Children develop through play 
simultaneously in four domains: 
Cognitive Development, Physical 
Development, Social Development, and
Emotional Development.

Maria Montessori said “Play is the
work of the child.” Why have so
many forgotten this very important
principle of child development? Of
course, some of the decision-makers

and policy makers may not have ever known any of these princi-
ples of child development. There is so much research to support
that more learning occurs through play than direct instruction
with children ages 3-7 years. 

Children do not come to school with just a head, they come 
with a whole body, soul, and spirit. Hence, developing the whole
(physical, social, emotional, and cognitive) child cannot be 
ignored. All domains are equally important and develop in 
tandem, but one or more domains may develop faster or more
slowly. Hence, we see a child in kindergarten with great social
skills but no interest in letters or numbers. Or, we see a child who
is reading but cannot sit still for more than 5 minutes.

Final Thoughts
All decisions about curriculum and instruction in the early 
years need to be based on the principles of child development 
and the current research we have about how young children learn. 
Children are not meeting developmental milestones sooner; so
expecting more, sooner, is choosing to ignore the research on
child development. Children need playful, hands-on, experiential 
learning activities, based on these principles of child 
development, in order to build the foundation for future 
academic success. Child development matters! n

Development Matters Continued from page 13

While I was cuddling with my two-year-old, he
said, “Mom, it feels really good to be loved!”

Dr. Guddemi was the keynote speaker at The Alliance’s
26th Annual Networking Dinner in January. To view her
presentation entitled, “Gesell Institute Confirms: 
Development Matters,” visit the Resources section of The
Alliance’s website (www.TheAllianceForEC.org). 

The following resources support the content of this article. 
• Alliance for Childhood position paper: “Crisis in Kindergarten: Why Children Need to Play in School”
• www.allianceforchildhood.org • www.deyproject.org • www.gesellinstitute.org • www.ipausa.org • www.ipaworld.org 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
– 2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6 –

STANDARD MEMBERS
A Joyful Noise Preschool Liz Martin & Kate Van Vlack, VP 

Communications
All Things Bright and Beautiful Gina Gooden

Christ Church Children’s Program Melissa Durbin (Advisory)
Counseling Center of the North Shore Dr. Robert Mardirossian (Advisory)

Crow Island School Valerie Ritchie
FAN Liza Sullivan

Greeley School Katie Comstock & Missy Shinall, 
Co-Vice-President/ScreenBreak

Hubbard Woods School Aileen Baxter
Josselyn Center for Mental Health Susan Resko

Kenilworth District #38 Board of Education Suzanne Nelson
Kenilworth Park District John Kiwala (Advisory)

Middlefork School Erin Charchut, Co-Vice-President/
ScreenBreak

Music Institute of Chicago Reagan Brasch (Advisory)
North Shore Country Day School Amanda Wilson

Northfield Community Nursery School Holly Bressler
Northfield Park District Jim Reuter (Advisory)

NSSED Kim Brown (Advisory)
NSSRA Jerry Barton (Advisory)

Sacred Heart School Jessica Fleming
Safe Haven School Holly Schaefer

Saints Faith, Hope & Charity School Mary Nomellini
Joseph Sears School Mari Franklin & Carrie Kelly
The Volunteer Center Barb Tubekis (Advisory)

Willow Wood Preschool Rebekah Bader
Wilmette/Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce Julie Yusim (Advisory)

Winnetka Community House Patti Schmidt (Advisory)
Winnetka Community Nursery School Kathy Hardy & Kathryn Martin
Winnetka Covenant Church Preschool Ursula Arsenault, Co-Vice-

President/ScreenBreak
Winnetka District #36 Board of Education Kendra Wallace

Winnetka Park District Toby Ross (Advisory)
Winnetka Public School Nursery Katie McClement

Winnetka Public Schools Trisha Kocanda
Winnetka/Northfield Chamber of Commerce Terry Dason (Advisory)

Winnetka/Northfield Public Library Sheila Cody

AT LARGE
Christie Baker, President

Beth Beeler, Co-Secretary
Cindy Brady, Past President

Jennifer Buhler
Liz Burke

Sydney Clark
Paige Dempsey

Joan Duffy
Amber Farashahi, Co-Secretary

Stephanie Figlioli
Deirdre Franklin, Treasurer

AFFILIATE MEMBER SCHOOLS
French School Andrea Carolus

Kid-Motion Sara Knight & Natalie Todd 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER SCHOOLS
Baker Demonstration School Wilmette

Chicago Botanic Garden Nature Preschool Glencoe
Christian Heritage Academy Northfield

Family Service of Glencoe Glencoe
Glencoe Park District Glencoe

Harkness House for Children Winnetka
Ravinia Nursery School Highland Park

Ronald Knox Montessori Wilmette
Rose Hall Montessori Wilmette

St. Francis Xavier School Wilmette
Trinity Church Nursery School Wilmette

Wilmette Community Nursery School Wilmette

STAFF AND CONSULTANTS
Liza Sullivan Executive Director and Editor

Elizabeth Joyce Director of Operations
Blakely Bundy Executive Director Emeritus and 

Senior Advisor
Amy Blesi Project Manager of Fundraising

Vol. 27, No. 2
No portion of this publication may be reprinted without permission.
Humor provided by Kate Van Vlack
Editing provided by Mary Herzberg
Illustration for humor provided by Jettie Hipschen, age 8.
©2016 The Alliance for Early Childhood, 1235 Oak St., Winnetka, IL 60093

Libby Galin
Shara Godiwalla
Paige Goettel
Stephanie Graves, Funds Manager
Courtney Jack
Gina Mathews, Vice President of Programs
Tracey McDowell, Past President 
Emily Rose
Erin Vollmer

 
- -  

 

We make Math make sense to kids! 
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1235 Oak Street 
Winnetka, IL 60093
phone: 847.441.9001

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Liza Sullivan, Executive Director
email: director@TheAllianceForEC.org • www.TheAllianceForEC.org • 847.441.9001

up to $99
Maria Alexakis
Kathleen & Chris Alexander
Sally Anderson
Stacy Andreasen
Ursula Arsenault
Alexis & Mark Baby
Norine & Chris Baker
Timothy Balin
Tina & David Barr
Rick and Andrea Bechtel
Karen Beil
Jerry James & Kitty Bliss
Beth & Chuck Boehrer
Peggy Bourke
Henk Kamphuis & Beth Brauen
Holly Kaplan Bressler
Cassie & Carl Buccellato
Jennifer Bunge
Katie Burnside
Carol Callaci
Constance Capone
Sydney Clark
Cindy & Ross Collins
Sean & Rita Compton
Diana Connolly
Anna Cramer
Heather & Doug Crimmins
Rob Daniels
Ashley Danis
Kate & Brad Denny
Robin Doerge
Shelley & Tim Dolan
Joan Duffy
Tessa Erdei
Devon Fahner
Jack & Kerry Farley
Dena & Ben Ferdinand
Kris Fishman
Moshi & John Fitzgerald
Jessica Fleming
Libby Galin
Georgie Geraghty
Sheila Gideon
Google Matching Gift
Sara Gries
Matthew Sanderson & Rory 
Hackbarth
Elleke & Steve Haggerty
Chip Hardt
Julie & Jeff Hartvigsen
Karen Hawkins
Liz & Bradley Hayes
Jean Henderson
Bob & Jenny Henner
Rick Mullin and Mary Henry
Laura Henzlik
Erin Bolan Hines
Mary Hines
Rebecca Hoffman
Kathy Hofschield
Peg Hoskin
Jerry & Robin Israelov
Nancy Jaffee
Laura & Frank Kastelic
Lilian Katz
Carrie Kelly
Heather Khalaf
Jennifer Kocour
Anthony Krause
Anna & Vladimir Ladik
Missy Lafferty
Meg Lanz

Rob & Kristin Levoy
Elizabeth Lind
Courtney Loeb
Anne Loucks
Tracey & Mark Lowry
Maha Lubbat
Andrea Macina
Ryan & Alexis Malayter
Paras & Raju Malhotra
Heather Martin
Denise Matthews-Smith
Joseph & Julie McConnell
Sarah & Justin Mohr
Gordon & Claudia Montgomery
Christine Morse
Katie & Tom Nahrwold
Suzanne Nelson
Cindy Nicolaides
North Shore Country Day School
Darlene O’Brien
Nicole & Michael Ochsenhirt
Amy O’Donnell
Nancy & Lance O’Donnell
John & Kristen Offenbacher
Vivian Paley
Katie & John Palmer
Holly & John Patience
Ryan & Kelli Patterson
Elizabeth Phillips-Sorich
Heather Pigott
Michelle & Chris Prassas
Sara & Par Ridder
Lori Roeser
Kimberly Romic
Jonathan & Brie Root
Stephanie Rushin
Mary Kelly & Pietro Sadriano
Andi Saiet
Patty Sanfilippo
Merle Scharmann
Robin Scheier
Danielle & Lewis Schoenwetter
Maureen Schwaab
Carol & Stuart Schweidel
Cal Fentress & Andy Schweitzer
Anne & Gordon Scott
Kate Shapiro
Cathy Sheehan
Christy Shellenbarger
Sue Siegel
Ann and Peter Silberman
Craig & Kelly Smith
Jennie & Bob Soudan
Joanne & Jim Steinback
Candice & Al Stepan
Curt Mueller & Jennifer Stephan
Sara Sullivan
Kyle Sutherland & Renee Tartaglia
Patricia Thomas
Andrea Tingue
Barb Tubekis
Jennifer Tucker
Sheridan Turner
Mollie VanderLaan
Chris VanderPal
Susanna VerEecke
James & Jill Vint
Erin Vollmer
Merrilee Waldron
Berdine Walker
Christine & Dave Walker
Bob & Sheryl Wall
Mary Walther

Terri Wareham
Mara Warner
Sandy & Greg Welch
Victoria Willer
Lynn Wolff
Emily Wyner
Connie Yonan
$100 and up
A Joyful Noise Preschool
Marcia Adelman
Rick & Katy Adler
June Aimen
Julia Ford Backer
Julie & Greg Bailey
Melinda & Patrick Baldwin
Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

Lara & Brad Beanblossom
Beth Beeler
Chris & Matt Beer
Cindy & Mauricio Benes
Amy & Andy Bluhm
Amy & Chris Boehm
Georgia Bozeday
Chris Prawdzik & Abby Bried
Mary Doug Brown
Kelly Fanning & Reed Bundy
Beth & Bill Cadigan
Sheila & David Canmann
Susan & Michael Canmann
Amy Chung
Mary Pat Collins
Dianne & Doug Cook
Sue Cornelo
Robert & Sarah Darin
Terry Dason
Carron & Ben DeGrass
Joe & Paige Dooley
Abby & Dan Dunn
Catherine & Paul Embree
Cheryl Evert
Nancy Fehrenbach
Anissa Forman
Jennifer Gustafson & Patrick 
Gallagher

Lisa Garrison
Stu McDermott & Cara Gaziano
Josh Golan
Jennifer & Paul Greco
Mary Frances Greene
Kim Hack
Harkness House for Children
Jennifer & Wallace Hayward
George & Susan Heisler
Mary Herrmann
Rick & Katie Hielscher
Stephanie Hochschild
Ronald Hogan
Charlene Howland
Peter Huften
Becky & Chris Hurley
Amy & Dave Jennings
Joni Johnson
Elizabeth Joyce
Stephanie Joyce
Matt Hulsizer & Jennifer Just
Julie & David Kalainov
Beth Karnes
Bob Scales & Mary Keefe
Tracey & Dan Keenan
Jenny Keller
Erin Kelly
Trish and Tom Kelly

Lynette Kerrane-Darragh
Chris Klingenstein
Rob & Linda Lanphier
Karin & Stuart Larkins
Sue Latterman
Jennifer & Charles Lawless
Susan Lumpp
Katie MacCarthy
Butch & Janice MacVicar
Sonia Madden
Nancy Magill
Robert M. Mardirossian
Jennifer Martay
Kathryn Martin
Gloria & Michael Masterson
Tracey McDowell
Leslie McGranahan
Paige & John McPherrin
Laura & John Mech
Diane & Mark Melio
Vanessa & Jay Menton
Bill & Betsy Meuer
Suzanne & Denis Molloy
Donald Monroe
Debbie Morton
Sherri & Mike Mullins
Paul & Robin Mulvaney
Brad & Laurie Murlick
Michael & Cheryl O’Brien
Gwen Oelerich
Kay O’Halleran
Carter Cast & Allyson Paflas
Matthew Derrick & Helen Parsons
Ali Pearson
Julie Pfeffer
Susan & Tom Pigott
Barbara Plochman
Debora & Jeff Ponko
Carrie & Greg Portland
Mark and Shawna Radzik
Andrew Hopkins & Cynthia Rapp
Glo & Ron Rolighed
Kim & Patrick Ronan
Emily Rose
Melissa & Jeff Ross
Julie Ruck
Jane & Jay Saccaro
Holly Schaefer
Pam Schultz
Celia Sinclair
David & Whitney Sinclair
Karen & Jon Skinner
Sonja & Curtis Smith
Tracy Souder
Julene Stellato
John Skowron & John Stone
Molly & Craige Stout
Julie and Bob Stracks
Chris Hipschen & Liza Sullivan
Paul Sweetow
Kim Urban
Kate VanVlack
Kelly & Jeff Vergamini
Judy Ward
Nicole & Matthew Ward
Adam & Julia Werner
Lawson and Jane Whitesides
Allison and Kurt Wiese
Willow Wood Preschool
Julia & Conrad Winkler
Randi & Ed Woodbury
Michelle & Andy Worth
Wrigley Company Foundation

Jenny Young
Nat Roberts & Laura Zung

$250 and up
Michele Bacik
Kristy Burden
Andrea Carolus
Melissa David
Gina & Matt Dillig
Tom & Mouse Doar
Amber Farashahi
Beth Kohl & Gary Feinerman
Deirdre Franklin
Jonathan & Sarah Graham
Stephanie Graves
Kathy Hardy
David Hauldren
Hubbard Woods Teachers
Kymm & Tim Junker
Kaari & Eun Koh
The Morris & Dolores 
Kohl Kaplan Fund

Janie & Strib Koster
Katie Laabs
Penny Lanphier
Colleen & Jim Lee
Emily & John MacEntee
Edward Harney & Kathryn Mikells
John & Mary Mooney
North Shore Pediatric
Jackie & Charlie Pick
Erin & Branden Ritchie
Annie Ross
Cristina & Jim Savina
Michelle Seitz
Lowey & Adam Sichol
Melissa Smith
Tara & Scott Subeck
Lynne Weinberg
Mark Westol

$500 and up
Christie Baker
Frederick & Sally Blesi Charitable 
Gift Fund
Jessica Brosche
Laurie & Ryan Cahill
Central Board PTO
Rick & Dee Dee Chesley
Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. Foundation
Susan Gould
Beverly & Warren Hayford
Kristen Hertel
Anne Kelly
Mindy Kelly
Jesse Port
Shannon & Joe Simon

$1,000 and up
Mary Abby Adams
Erin Blitz
Ted Wynnychenko & Laura Hill

$2,000 and up
The Cornell Foundation

$4,000 and up
The Dartnell Foundation

$6,000 and up
Blakely & Harvey Bundy
Kenilworth United Fund
Gina & Devin Mathews 

Thank you to our 2015-2016 Annual Appeal Donors! (This list reflects donations received between 3/2/15 and 3/1/2016.)


