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Think back to your own 
childhood. Where was your 
favorite place to play? What 
are some of your memories 
of that place and what did 
you do there? Were you an 
explorer? A builder? A risk-
taker? A mess-maker? Were 
you a free-range kid? Did 
you do things your parents 
didn’t know about? Through 
my work designing natural 
playscapes for young children, 
I hear all sorts of inspired 
stories from adults about 
where and how they played as 
kids. “We were always down in 
the creek looking for frogs and 
skipping stones.” “We played 
by the railroad tracks.” “We 
built our own forts and made 

our own play.” “We played 
outside in the neighborhood 
until the street lights came 
on.” I’m always honored and 
happy to hear these stories. 
They remind me of my own 
free-ranging childhood. But 
when I ask those same adults 
if their children play that way 
today the answer is sadly often 
no. And if I ask them if they 
would let their children play 
like they did as kids, people 
say, “no way!” Yes, times have 
changed since a lot of us were 
kids. There are definitely more 
pressures on children, families, 
and schools for safety and 
success, and so many things 
competing for our children’s 
time and attention. We all 

want the best for our kids 
and to keep them safe from 
injury. But in doing so have we 
become over-protective? Many 
people say today’s children 
have become too sheltered and 
limited in what they are free to 
do. Shouldn’t they be allowed 
to just play?

Over the last two to three 
decades children have 
experienced a range of health 
issues caused by a lack of 
play. This play deficit disorder 
started as a childhood obesity 
issue. Reduced play meant 
reduced movement and 
children’s bodies began to 
suffer. Then children started 
developing chronic health 
issues formerly associated with 

adults, such as heart disease, 
high blood pressure, and type 
2 diabetes. Now mental health 
issues are topping the list with 
the highest rates ever recorded 
of childhood depression, 
anxiety, and even suicide. It’s 
sad and grim and has reached 
a level of crisis that can no 
longer be ignored. Adults 
finally have realized that the 
pendulum for safety above 
everything else has swung too 
far in a negative direction, and 
we drastically need to make 
changes. It is wonderful that 
one of the simplest solutions to 
combatting this growing crisis 
is by finding ways to say yes 
again to play.

Saying yeS To Play
By Rusty keeler
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Through play children learn, 
create, imagine, communicate, 
collaborate, try new skills, 
make new friends, discover 
who they are and what they 
love. Play is the natural way 
children grow and develop 
their brains and bodies. It’s 
hard-wired, built-in, beautiful, 
and fun. Children need 
opportunities to run, dig, climb, 
build, make a mess, even fall 
down and get a scratch. It’s 
true. It’s ok. Children need 
the chance to take risks and 
try doing things they’ve never 
tried before. Fail. Succeed! We 
can only truly learn by doing 
for ourselves. We don’t do our 
children any favors by calling 
all the shots, limiting all the 
risk, and stepping in to be 
the ones who say no to play. 
Certain risky play behaviors 
by children make us nervous 

as adults. We all have our 
lines and limits. But adults 
now are working hard to find 
ways to say yes more. Instead 
of immediately stepping in to 
say no, we are learning to first 
take a step back and observe 
the play. Trust our children. 
Support their play. Everybody’s 
yes is different. What is your 
yes? What is your no? How can 
you move the needle?

People are doing some 
amazing things to bring back 
the power of play. One of 
the models of how to say yes 
to play is coming from the 
playwork profession of Europe. 
Trained playworkers staffing 
those famous “junk” adventure 
playgrounds support kid-built 
constructions, cooking over 
fires, tending animals and 
more. They observe the play 
and only step in if they really 
need to. Playworkers provide 

materials for children’s play 
and work to protect child-
initiated play from adult 
ideas and agendas. They also 
have a reflective practice that 
looks at their daily work with 
children with critical eyes 
and always strives to improve. 
You could incorporate 
playwork principles into 
your dealings with children. 
Whole communities are 
also getting into the mix by 
transforming neighborhoods 
into playborhoods and building 
up their communities. Instead 
of play happening tucked away 
on swingsets in the backyard, 
people are installing play stuff 
in front yards, painting games 
on the sidewalks, eating meals 
on front yard picnic tables and 
inviting the neighborhood 
to join in the fun. Nature 
play spaces are being built in 
schoolyards, childcare centers, 
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parks and private residences 
that connect children to 
nature through play and offer 
interest and opportunities for 
exploration and wonder in all 
seasons. Instead of just metal 
monkey bars, these landscapes 
for play incorporate hills, trees, 
gardens, rocks, sand, water, 
sculpture and more. And 
while we’re adding stuff to 
the playscape, loose parts can 
be the best way to stimulate 
children’s excitement for play, 
construction, engineering, 
and art projects. Loose parts 
for play can be anything from 
boards to balls, to PVC pipe, 
fabric, tires, pots, pans, shovels, 
stumps, logs, pool noodles and 
more. To the adult's eye, these 
are discarded materials. To the 
child’s eye, they are endless 
possibilities!

So what can you do to start 
to say yes more? How can 
you support play? I always 
like to say, “Dream Big, Start 

Small, and Never Stop.” Small 
changes, step by step, can start 
to have a big impact on your 
children’s lives. You don’t have 
to have kids building scrap 
wood towers with hammers 
and nails (yet). Start with a 
cardboard box in the yard. 
Stand back and see what they 
do. Give children some shovels 
and a designated area to dig. 
Step back and watch. Bring in 
some loose parts. The children 
may have to get used to you 
not saying no, but once they 
do they’ll go for it. All children 
want to play. All children want 
to say yes. But it’s up to the 
adults to let them. It’s finding 
new ways to say yes. Take 
deep breaths. Step back. Be 
amazed. Repeat. How can you 
say yes? 

Rusty Keeler is an author, 
designer, and speaker who 
works to inspire and collaborate 
with communities to create 

beautiful outdoor environments 
for children. He has designed 
and built natural play spaces 
around the world for over 
twenty years and is the 
author of the books Natural 
Playscapes: Creating Outdoor 
Play Environments for 
the Soul (Exchange Press: 
2008) and Seasons of Play 
(Gryphon House: 2016) and 
the forthcoming Adventures 
in Risky Play (Exchange Press: 
2019). For more information, 
resources, pictures, and to 
join his newsletter, visit www.
earthplay.net.

ReSouRceS
• www.allianceforchildhood.org/
playwork - Intro to playwork 
philosophy and practice
• outdoorplay.ca - Simple online 
parent tool kit to help support 
saying yes to risky play
• www.childrenandnature.
org - Research and resources 
to connect children to nature
• www.playengland.org.uk - 
Amazing play and playwork 

resources from England
• www.playwales.org.uk/
eng - Amazing play and playwork 
resources from Wales
• www.earthplay.net - Rusty 
Keeler’s natural playscapes
• www.letgrow.org - Free Range 
Kid author Lenore Skenazy’s 
parent-supporting blog
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 Transition to kindergarten 
meeting  
Thursday, April 19, 9:30-10:30am 
Greeley School, Winnetka 
Parents of incoming District 36 
kindergarten students in 2018-2019 
learn about the District’s history and 
philosophy, as well as what to expect 
during the kindergarten year.

 Let’s Play community  
Spring Play Day 
Saturday, April 28, 9:30-11:30am

may 2018

 Wild Play: Parenting 
adventures in the great outdoors 
Tuesday, May 1, 7-8:30pm 
Washburne School Little Theater, 
Winnetka 

There is growing research showing 
that nature is beneficial for children 
and their brains. Spending time in 
nature enhances physical, cognitive, 
emotional, and social growth. Learn 
from noted environmental educator 
David Sobel about ways to bring your 
children the joys of the natural world, 
and why it is critical to their healthy 
development. Parents will come away 
empowered by concrete, easy, and 
developmentally appropriate ways to 
reconnect their children with nature. 

 5th annual inspiring nature  
Play conference 
Wednesday, May 2, 9am-3:30pm 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe 
Join this unique professional 
development event to gain new 
ideas for nature play for young 
children, a deepened awareness 

of new research, and a new 
network of local professionals. 
Organized by The Alliance and 
the Chicago Botanic Garden. 

 early childhood Directors' end 
of The year luncheon 
Thursday, May 17, 1-3pm

June 2018

 Let’s Play community  
Summer Play Day 
Monday, June 4, 9:30-11:30am 

symbol Key:

 Parent        educator

 family        Parent & educator

Parents and Educators, Interested 
in learning more about play, 
and easy, concrete, and age-
appropriate ways that you can 
enhance your children’s connection 
with the natural world? Join us 
to hear noted environmental 
educator david Sobel present:

Wild Play: Parenting 
adventures in the 
great OutdOOrs With 
david sObel 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018,  
7-8:30pm
Carleton Washburne School’s 
little Theater, 515 Hibbard 
road, Winnetka, Il 60093

Free and Open to the Public
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iT'S JanuaRy, and the cold 
snap has kept my kindergarten 
class inside again. Here in 
the Hudson Valley of New 
York, where I have taught for 
over 30 years, the children 
are kept inside when the 
thermometer goes below 20 
degrees. I'm sad about this. 
My class is well prepared for 
outdoor play, with boots, hats, 
gloves and snow pants for 

all. Better yet, the kids have 
learned to get into all this 
snow gear, independently, to 
the count of 25! It's a minor 
miracle to watch! But today, 
the children will come back 
from lunch, disappointed that 
they can't go out to dig and 
burrow and stomp in the snow.

Well, better to make the 
best of found time. We'll just 
have more Choice Time.

Ah, Choice Time! The time 
of day we never can get enough 
of. The time of day we all 
anticipate, where the room is 
organized for the children's 
play. It's sometimes messy, 
often loud—but it's the kind 
of noise that doesn't grate on 
anyone's nerves. It's filled with 
the sound of purposefulness. 
At any given time in our 
Choice Time, you can see small 
groups of children clustered 
around their work—yes, work. 
For as all early childhood 
teachers will agree, play is 
the work of childhood. 

As the children enter the 
room, they tromp to the rug, 
our meeting area before all 
activities. I do the old "Good 
news, Bad news" routine. Their 
moans about no recess turn 
to hoorays when they hear 
we'll have a very long Choice 
Time. This means extra time 
for paint, clay, puzzles, and 
puppets. And, as it's Monday, 
there will be new builders in 
the block area. Immediately, a 
dozen hands raise, boys and 
girls alike, all of them eager 
for their week in the block 
area. A whole week? Yes! 

In our classroom, children 
can keep their buildings up 

for a week, working on them 
over time, much as a child 
works on a piece of writing 
during Writers' Workshop.

• Monday, we build only 
with wooden blocks. This 
is the rough draft stage 
of our block work.

• Tuesday, we add accessories 
and decorations, and often 
rebuild again. This is a time 
of revision and editing.

• Wednesday, a friend is 
asked to join the builder. What 
new ideas are born when a 
friend offers suggestions!

• Thursday, the teacher 
comes in to document the 
week's work, hearing all the 
wonderful stories that have 
been created, and taking 
dictation and pictures to 
capture the buildings. 

• Friday, before the sad, but 
inevitable Big Block Clean 
Up, the whole community 
gathers to hear the stories 
of the buildings. Isn't this a 
kind of authors' celebration, 
held in the Block Area? 

The whole process begins 
again the next week with 
another group of builders. And 
so it goes, week after week. 

But this week, on this snowy 
day, I feel that something new 
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builDing biRD ToWn: FoSTeRing 
communiTy in The block aRea

By Rebecca burdett

when partners build together in the block area, it becomes a workshop for 
more than physical spaces and places. community building occurs between 
the structures, in the new friendships and social interactions of the builders.

A picture of Bird Town, the day before Big Block 
Clean Up. This Community Block Project lasted for 

six weeks in Rebecca Burdett's Kindergarten.

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org


www.TheAllianceForEC.orgSpring/Summer 2018 5

can be added to the block area. 
I let the children know that this 
week, we'll be working together 
to build a town...a place where 
their birds can live together—a 
place called Bird Town.

I should explain. You see, 
the children in my room are in 
love with birds. The children 
have been studying the birds 
that flock to our feeders right 
outside our block area's big 
picture windows. I saw my 
students' infectious excitement 
about our backyard birds, and 
hoped to coax this excitement 
into our classroom in some way. 
Over the years, I've collected 
many small bird stuffed animals. 
Beany Babies and Audubon 
Birds are just the right size for 
block area work. I brought out 
my personal collection and 
each child chose a favorite 
bird, naming this new friend 
right away. These stuffed birds, 
cared for so lovingly, can be 
seen as thinking partners in our 
content area studies. They've 
been a natural extension of our 
science unit on living things in 
the Hudson Valley. These birds 
have been living on children's 
desks, entering naturally into 
their writing, reading and math 
work for the past two weeks. 

With all the children aflutter 
about their new bird friends, 
I knew the time was ripe for 
a community block project. 

So on this snowy January 
day, I offer a new choice in 
the block area. Who would 
like to plan a town for the 
birds? Eight children are very 
eager to get started. They sit 
around me in the block area, 
and answer a simple question: 
What would our birds need 
to have in their town?

At first the answers 
are very clearly driven 

by our kindergarteners' 
understandings of what all 
good communities have— "A 
toy store! A candy store! A 
school! A playground!"

I quickly record their ideas, 
and then ask who would like 
to build what. I explain that 
we'll be building in pairs this 
week. The eight children easily 
choose what community place 
they want to work on, and 
soon find themselves working 
with a new partner...chosen 
not because of personality 
or gender, but because of 
their shared interest in 
the work of building. 

Their four buildings rapidly 
take shape, and the next day, 
I offer the same choice to 
several more children. Each 
day, I show what is new in 
Bird Town, and ask the next 
builders what might be needed. 
Each day, I add their ideas 
to the big idea map, making 
revisions when necessary.

I'm happy to report that Bird 
Town now has an ice cream 
bakery, a school, a playground, 
a hospital, an apartment 
complex and a toy store. We've 
begun doing "interviews" of 
the builders and founders of 
Bird Town at our Morning 
Meeting, and suddenly, there's 
a new energy within the room, 
built of a shared vision of this 
new world. At Choice Time 
on Friday, what excitement! 
Maps of Bird Town were 
being drawn, and several sick 
birds were well cared for in 
Devin's Hospital by Dr. Quail 
and his assistant, Flower the 
hummingbird. Many birds 
have taken up residence in 
Michael's apartment complex 
and the ice cream bakery was 
laden with treats of rainbow 
colors, all displayed carefully 

on the roof so that birds can 
just "fly in and land and eat." A 
small committee of children 
created the ‘Bird Town 
Constitution’, a list of 11 rules 
to help keep Bird Town safe 
for all the birds and builders.

We want our children to 
be world builders, to shape 
the future and to use the 
power of their imaginations 
to create a better world. As I 
watch my students make their 
rules, solve their problems 
and dream big dreams, I know 
that seeds are being planted 
here in kindergarten that, if 
nourished, will help them 
to become the community-
makers we need them to be. 

Rebecca Burdett (Bank Street 
College of Education, Studies 
in Education,'99) has been an 
early childhood educator for 34 
years, working in both public 
and private schools in NY's 
Hudson Valley.  She currently 
teaches kindergarten in the 
New Paltz Central School 
District, in Upstate New York, 
and is a teaching consultant 
for the Hudson Valley Writing 

Project, a local site of the 
National Writing Project, where 
she presents on topics such 
as emergent literacy, block 
play and place-based nature 
studies for young children. Her 
chapter, "They Thanked the 
Bear; Then They Ate the Bear: 
An Integrated Block-Based 
Curriculum", appears in the 
book Teaching Kindergarten: 
Learner Centered Classrooms 
for the 21st Century.

Your child 
deserves the 

brightest smile!

632 Green Bay Road 
Kenilworth, IL 60043 

847-728-0030 
www.GrinsOnGreenBay.com

Dr. Suzy C. Pope 
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Kenilworth’s only Pediatric Specialist 
Welcoming New Patients

rebecca Burdett was a 
presenter during The Alliance’s 
2018 Preschool-Kindergarten 
Summit. Visit The Alliance’s 
Preschool-Kindergarten Summit 
webpage for links to PowerPoint 
presentations, articles, videos, 
and resources from the event.

THANK YOU for the generous 
support of the Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Glencoe District 35, 
Kenilworth District 38, North 
Shore School District 112, Northern 
Suburban Special Education District 
(NSSED), Sunset Ridge School 
District 29, and The Winnetka 
Public Schools District 36 for 
making the third annual Preschool-
Kindergarten Summit possible.
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How do I teach “respect,” 
which is a big concept 
to little people?

Respect: This is a 
very vital concept that 
every kid must learn. 

I love the direction this 
question takes because it 
borders on something that’ll 
end up instilling virtues in our 
children, touching on what the 
Greeks called arête. What this 
means is that you would have 
lived the best version of your 
life if you chose to abide by the 
values dearest to your heart, 
one moment after another. 

When you ask a question on 
teaching respect, what I hear 
is “How can I teach a child to 
understand the importance 
of a value-driven existence?”

“How can I teach anyone 
at all to live a life of purpose, 
passion and integrity?”

First, I’d say what I’ve 
observed to work a million 
and one times: Model the 

kind of character you would 
love to see your children 
exhibit. Remember that 
children look up to you; they 
view you as their role models. 
Therefore, everything you 
do or say to them is right. 

If for instance, in a family 
every member accords respect 
to the other person; your child 
is being subconsciously raised 
to believe that this is the right 
way to treat people around 
them. Once you can make this 
value a subconscious rule for 
your kids and other family 
members to follow, it becomes 
pervasive in your home, 
starting from the top down. 

Want a couple of practical 
pointers to help you establish 
a respectful pose in your 
home? Here are some of them 
that will help instill respect: 

1. Say “Please” and 
“Thank you.”

2. Have good eye contact.
3. Use a firm handshake.

4. Teach your child to give 
compliments, encouragement 
and to celebrate the 
accomplishments of everyone.

5. Show them to respect your 
home and their belongings. 

6. Discuss that they should 
respect the character of a 
person, not their possessions.

7. Talk about respect 
as it relates with healthy 
nutrition, sleep and exercise.

Another way to help instill 
this value is to have your child 
imbibe the character traits 
of a helper. When your child 
makes efforts to affect another 
person’s life in a positive way, 
they naturally build upon 
respect for themselves. The 
need to be patient, respectful 
and compassionate is achieved 
as they help someone.

Many children love helping 
others; it feels great and it’s 
empowering. When they are 
the experts, they feel a sense 
of purpose, which again builds 

respect towards self and others.
It should be an ongoing 

conversation about their 
values; allow yourself 
and your children time to 
continue to develop and 
strengthen their arête. 

My child keeps saying a 
classmate is knocking 
down his block towers in 
kindergarten. How can 
I best help him to deal 
with this situation?

We often tell our children, 
“Wait until you get into the 
real world,” to highlight 
the challenges of the adult 
world. In our adult minds, 
a child would definitely 
never feel the pain an adult 
does, right? How wrong!

Rest assured in their little 
world it’s as real as it gets, 
as they traverse hurtful 
people, unfair circumstances 
and imperfect choices. 

Therefore, what you 

ParentingQ&a
Advice by Paul Sweetow, lcSW

www.LehmanSchool.com
LehmanSchool@sbcglobal.net

301 Happ Road, Northfield, IL 60093
In the Northfield Village Square Mall

Lehman Dance  
and Boutique

Dance • Music • Ballroom • Exercise 
Birthday Parties • Camps • Dance Apparel 

847.446.2245 | BradyandFord.com

Call today to schedule your
complimentary consultation!

Smile!
Happy looks good on you.
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teach your child about this 
situation will be repeated 
endlessly throughout their 
lives, and you are lucky to 
have this situation to dive 
deep into crucial life skills. 

I see people every day 
struggling with these same 
issues as they get older: How 
do I deal with hurtful people? 
How do I problem solve? What 
do I do when I have little 
control over other people and 
circumstances? How upset 
should I get? When do I fight 
and when do I walk away?

The first step is to help your 
child determine if the situation 
is worth protesting about or 
letting it go. Use this situation 
to both address the current 
concern and to generalize it. 
There is no precise threshold to 
determine this but I can tell you 
how a warrior would approach 
this. The warrior would ask 
him or herself, “If I lost this 
fight would it matter to me?”

When another person 
destroys our creation or 
property, it is usually worth 
protesting about. Maybe when 
another person has a mean 
opinion or words towards us, 
we can let that go.

There are two benefits from 
protesting: the first is that it’s 
valuable to our own sense 
of self that we stand up for 
ourselves; the second is that by 
protesting we have a chance to 
resolve or improve the problem. 
I often tell my patients, “You get 
the behavior that you tolerate.” 

We don’t want to teach our 
children to be so passive that 
they are targets for bullying 
or abuse. Yet, we don’t want 
their frustration tolerance to 
be so low that they spend every 
day angry because, let’s face 
it, everyday life will slap you 
with annoying circumstances.

For young children, we want 
to teach them how to protest 
and stand up for themselves 
in the best way, and we want 
them to learn that they can also 
reach out for help from an adult.

In your question, the other 
child is physically destroying 
your child’s creation. Now 
my wording, “physically 
destroying,” might sound 
exaggerated, but in their young 
world that is exactly what 
happened. It’s an important 
observation because it opens 
the door for your child to 
also respond physically with 
thoughts such as, “you attacked 
my stuff, I’m angry, I’ll attack 
you and you will stop.” This 
would probably escalate the 
problem, so we can teach them.

Let’s review some strategies 
for protesting and fighting.

•Avoid hitting others, 
except for self-defense.

•Argue and protest about the 
occurrence, not the personality.

•Get adult help when 
your efforts don’t work.

•Role-play with your child – 
repetition leads to mastery.

•Reduce catastrophic thinking 
and teach scaling words that 
accurately fit the negative 
occurrences: It’s annoying 
that he knocked my blocks 
down, but it’s not horrible. 

Remember that much of your 
child’s happiness will evolve 
from negative experiences 
and learning how to navigate a 
world filled with them. Happy 
people are very picky about 
what they choose to fight about.

How do I help my seven-year-
old to remember assignments, 
papers, etc. on her own? I 
would love some tips to help 
with executive functioning! 

What can you say about 
this incessant forgetting of 

assignments? We all have our 
stories about this matter.

Early on in my career, I was 
confounded with repetitive 
stories of students spending 
hours doing an assignment 
only to forget to turn it in. The 
vast majority of my work with 
students is to help stoke their 
intrinsic motivation to actually 
do the assigned work. So when 
students and parents would 
come to me with the scenario 
on not turning in completed 
work, I realized there was an 
executive functioning problem.

Let’s put the diagnosis aside, 
the why can be important, but 
the solution is basically the 

same for all of us. Improved 
executive functioning always 
boils down to habits and 
systems. Our children build 
habits from high levels of 
repetition. Systems are 
essentially being organized 
in a step-by-step manner.

Here’s an example most of 
us do: when arriving home, we 
walk in the door, put our shoes 
in the shoe place, put our coat 
on the hook, put our backpack 
on the desk, and get a snack. 
When your child does this 
Monday through Friday, you 
will find it becomes consistent. 
Even better, your child will be 

Rocky Elli 
General ManaGer
JaguaR land RovER noRthfiEld 
670 W. FrontaGe road, northField, il 60093 
t. (847) 446-6665  F. (847) 446-7340

relli@fieldsauto.com

735 Elm Street, Winnetka
847 441 1115 | MazeHome.com

DÉCOR | FURNISHINGS | GIFTS
	

" 	

811 Elm Street Winnetka 
846-446-8880 thebookstall.com 

Support your community. Shop local! 

Continued on page 8 

“Mommy, look!  My sister 
is holding my hand!  I 

think we can keep her!”
—Harry, age 4

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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able to retrieve his shoes, coat 
and backpack easily and quickly.

So, with this in mind, let’s 
break down how your child 
organizes assignments both 
short and long term, along 
with preparation for quizzes 
and tests. The breakdown 
often occurs at the first step: 
students are in class, the 
teacher writes the assignment 
on the board, the student 
doesn’t record the assignment 
and it never gets done.

Let’s put a great system 
together in a problem to 
solution format.

1. Problem: My child doesn’t 
record the assignment. 

Solution: 
A- Your child writes it down 

in an assignment notebook 

and the teacher helps/
confirms that this was done. 

B- The teacher posts all 
assignments on the school 
website, and you and your child 
review this at home after snack.

2. Problem: My child 
recorded the assignment 
but forgot to do it. 

Solution: After snack, you 
and your child set up a schedule 
to complete the assigned work.

3. Problem: My child 
completed the work 
and left it at home. 

Solution: Your child’s file is 
in her backpack with folders 
for each subject. All papers 
always stay in these files in 
the backpack except when 
they are being worked on. And, 
don’t forget to purge useless 
papers over the weekend.

4. Problem: My child forgot 
to hand in the completed 
work to the teacher. 

Solution: At the beginning 
of each class, your child opens 
up that subject’s folder to 
see what needs to be turned 
in. For youngsters, the 
teachers are often willing 
to help remind them.

5. Problem: As you wrote, 
you prefer that your child 
does all of this on his own, 
but he is not successful. 

Solution: Just like every 
other aspect of their lives, 
you should taper down your 
involvement in their success 
over time. By the time children 
are seniors in high school, 
they should be doing all of 
this themselves to become 
best prepared for college. 

However, for now during 
their early years it’s ok to 
get involved. Some children  
intrinsically are motivated at 
a very early age to succeed 
independently in academics. 
Others find school and 
homework to be unpleasant 
and prefer to avoid it, and 
that is understandable.

In all, remember that these 
kids are just that: KIDS! 
They don’t really understand 
the future benefits of this 
current management or 
any other, for that matter. 

Verbally praise 
your children’s daily 
accomplishments; they 
don’t need rewards every 
day; what they do need is 
acknowledgement, praise 
for their effort, and a hug. 

Paul Sweetow is a licensed 
psychotherapist with a practice 
in Winnetka. In addition to his 
psychotherapy work, Paul is 
a world karate champion and 
blends karate and therapy at 
his school in Winnetka. More 
information is available at 
www.PaulSweetow.com. 

Have a question you would 
like addressed? Submit it to 
Director@TheAllianceForEC.org.

!  

211 Kenilworth Avenue 
Kenilworth, IL 60043 

(847) 853-2100 
www.AJoyfulNoisePreschool.com

North Shore 
Country Day School
4- and 5-Year-Old 
Full Day Programs 
nscds.org

Continued from page 7

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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While The FocuS of 
education seems to be on 
learning specific facts and 
information, developing the 
skill of creative thinking is 
a necessity in our rapidly 
changing society. Creative 
thinking is valuable as it 
involves imagination and 
problem solving. Intuition, 
imagination, metaphor, and 
visualization each contribute 
to gaining new insights or 
lead to a transformation of 
understanding. Creativity, 
problem solving, and 
communication are critical to 
complex thinking, which is 
necessary in dealing with the 
challenges of life. In addition, 
many creative endeavors 
lead to new advances and 
address societal issues. 

Creativity is not just 
limited to the arts and artistic 
expression, rather it relates 
to many aspects of learning. 
For example, continuing 
education courses in creativity 
are offered in various fields, 
including engineering, 
business, medicine, and 
law at institutions like 
Harvard, Stanford, and MIT. 
Negotiating and relating 
to people, generating ideas 
for problem solving, and 
experimenting with the 
physical (science) or logical 
(mathematical) world all 
involve creativity. These 
activities and skills are 
integral to several fields. 

Some reasons why people 
are motivated to be creative 
are: 1) a desire for stimulation 
or a challenge that is novel, 
varied, or more complex; 
2) a desire to communicate 
ideas and values; and 3) a 
desire to problem solve. 
Conditions that can promote 
creativity are as follows:

I. Environmental 
conditions that 
promote creativity: 

a. Offer challenges 
and possibilities

b. Support, accept, 
and encourage 

c. Provoke curiosity 
and collaboration

II. Creativity is 
cultivated when children 
are encouraged to:

a. Be challenged with 
a goal or intentions

b. Explore and experiment
c. Imagine and pretend
d. Generate ideas 

and possibilities
e. Communicate, express, 

and represent in multiple 
and varied ways

f. Hear and note 
different perspectives 

g. Reflect and make meaning
III. Adults promote 

and support creativity 
when they:

a. Set up supportive 
environmental conditions 

b. Respect and value the 
process of learning rather 
than the product of learning

c. Encourage multiple 
perspectives 

d. Provide freedom 
to explore, experiment, 
and analyze

e. Accept the unpredictable 
and enjoy the unknown

f. Offer varied possibilities for 
communication and expression 

IV. Major Connections 
with the Reggio Approach 
and Creativity:

a. Respect for the 
learning process as well as 
strategies for learning

b. Use of multiple 
perspectives (small group 
collaborative work where 
ideas are shared)

 c. Multiple modes of 
communication, expression, 

and representation 
d. Accepts the unpredictable, 

while organizing learning 
experiences (not a prescribed 
or recipe-like method) 

Vea Vecchi, former 
atelierista from Reggio Emilia 
Schools, discusses the idea 
that a key foundation for 
learning within a child and 
human development is the use 
of various types of languages 
beyond the traditional 
sense of formal reading and 
writing. These languages 
provide multiple means 
to communicate, express, 
and represent, resulting 
in more critical learning. 
The various means for 

communication (gesture, clay, 
paint, dance, poetry, light and 
shadow, block construction, 
paper, photography, etc.) 
support and promote 
more intense and complex 
expressions, reflections, and 
understandings (2010). 

Loris Malaguzzi, founder of 
the Reggio Approach, stated,

As we work with children, 
we can say they are the best 
evaluators and the most 
sensitive judges of the values 
and usefulness of creativity. 
Children have the privilege of 
not being excessively attached 
to their own ideas, which 
they construct and reinvent 

WayS To culTiVaTe cReaTiVe Thinking: 
connecTionS To The Reggio emilia 
aPPRoach

By karen haigh, Ph.D. and Juana Reyes, ed.D.

847-251-6228 
www.mcclellanortho.com  

Trying to balance the paper

Continued on page 10
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continuously. They are apt 
to explore, make discoveries, 
change their points of view 
and fall in love with forms 
and meanings that transform 
themselves (Edwards, Gandini 
& Forman, 2012, p. 51).

Ideas about Creativity 
from Loris Malaguzzi

1. Creativity is not a 
separate mental faculty but 
is a characteristic of thinking, 
knowing, and making choices. 

2. Creativity emerges from 
many experiences along 
with personal resources, 
including a sense of freedom 
to go beyond the known. 

3. Creativity expresses itself 
through cognitive, affective, 
and imaginative processes. 

4. The most favorable 
conditions for creativity seem 
to be interpersonal exchange 
with negotiation of conflicts and 
comparison of ideas and actions. 

5. Creativity seems to find its 
power or excel when adults do 
not use prescriptive teaching 
methods but instead become 
observers and interpreters 
of problematic situations.

6. Creativity is influenced 
( favored or disfavored) 
by the expectations of 
teachers, the school, families, 
communities and society. 

7. Creativity becomes 
more visible when adults 
try to be more attentive to 
the cognitive processes than 
the results they achieve. 

8. The more teachers are 
convinced that intellectual 
and expressive activities have 
both multiplying and unifying 
possibilities, the more creativity 
favors imagination and fantasy.

9. Creativity requires the 
school of knowing to connect 
with the school of expressing 
opening up to the One Hundred 
Languages of Children. 
(Edwards et el, 2012, p.53) 

Creativity is not only 
integral to one’s growth and 
development as a productive 
human being, it’s integral for 
society and the future. 

Karen Haigh, Ph.D. is 
currently an educational 
consultant, a former Associate 
Professor at Columbia College 
Chicago, program director, 
education coordinator, and 
teacher of young children. She 
frequently consults with early 
education programs adapting 
Reggio Emilia principles related 
to environments and materials, 
emergent curriculum and 
educational documentation, 
along the image of the learner 
and professional development.

Juana Reyes, Ed.D. is 
currently an Assistant Professor 
of Early Childhood in the 
College of Education at Lewis 
University and consults with 
early education programs.  In 
addition, she was a family 
worker for Head Start, a 
program director, and director 
of research and professional 
development for Chicago 
Commons, a community-
based organization.
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Karen haigh, Ph.d. was a 
presenter during The Alliance’s 
2018 Preschool-Kindergarten 
Summit. Visit The Alliance’s 
Preschool-Kindergarten Summit 
webpage for links to PowerPoint 
presentations, articles, videos, 
and resources from the event. 

Scanned by CamScanner

Studying robots. (Left to right) He is: crying, happy, angry, sad

Continued from page 9
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annual aPPeal DonoRS 2017–2018
Thank you to our Annual Appeal Donors! 

$8,000 and up
Kenilworth United Fund

$4,000 and up
Cornell Foundation

$3,000 and up
Gina Mathews
New Trier Township
Wilmette Optimist Club 

Foundation

$2,000 and up
The Dartnell Foundation
Franco Lombardi

$1,000 and up
Dr. Abby Adams
Christ Church 

Benevolence Committee
Gantz Family Foundation
Ted Wynnychenko & 

Laura Hill
Pick Family Foundation

$500 and up
Chris & Matt Beer
Laurie & Ryan Cahill
Central Board PTO
Rick & Dee Dee Chesley

Tom & Mouse Doar
George Hanley
Kristen Hertel
Stephanie Hochschild
Michelle Liu
Emily & John MacEntee
Valerie Maniscalco
Kim & Patrick Ronan

$250 and up
Marcia Adelman
Christie Baker
Frederick & Sally Blesi 

Charitable Gift Fund
Sheila & David Canmann
Jie-Qi Chen
Mary Pat Collins
Dianne Cook
Rob Daniels
Jen Dine
Catherine & Paul Embree
Amber Farashahi
Deirdre Franklin
Susan Gould
Jonathan & Sarah 

Graham
Stephanie Graves
David Hauldren
Louise Holmberg
David Hourihane
Amy & Dave Jennings

Anne Kelly
Katie & Jay Laabs
Edward Harney & Kathryn 

Mikells
John & Mary Mooney
Barbara Plochman
Sarah & Colin Rogers
Alicia Rosauer
Emily Rose
Jane & Jay Saccaro
Cristina & Jim Savina
David & Whitney Sinclair
Honey & Sam Skinner
Melissa Smith
Sonja & Curtis Smith
Liza Sullivan
The Dolores Kohl 

Education Foundation
Mary & Matt Tritley
Mark Westol
Diana & Elijah Wilde
Winnetka Community 

Nursery School
Dan & Linnette Wolfberg

$100 and up
A Joyful Noise Preschool
Rich & Katy Adler
June Aimen
Maria Alexakis
Catherine & Fred Allen

Alliance For Childhood
Rachel Allport
Ursula Arsenault
Elizabeth Asad
Julia Ford & Carl Backer
Melinda & Patrick Baldwin
Banner Preschool
Shauna Barry
Ravi Batista
Lara & Brad Beanblossom
Peggy Bourke
Ashley Vaughn & Mark 

Bransfield
Mary Doug Brown
Kelly Fanning & Reed 

Bundy
Blakely Bundy
Julie & Orazio Buzza
Beth & Bill Cadigan
Susan & Michael 

Canmann
Kendra Chilewich
Erika Christakis
Counseling Center of the 

North Shore
Melissa David
Colleen Detjen
Dr. Gina & Matt Dillig
Jennifer Dixton
Laura & Rory Dunne
Elizabeth Duquette

Vasavi & Amar Duvvur
Matt & Jenny Eggemeyer
Kristen Essen
Atsuko & Paul Evanich
Mary & Chris Freeburg
Stu McDermott & Cara 

Gaziano
Jonathan Goering
Paula Grasso
Mary Frances Greene
John & Mary Griffin
Kim Hack
Elleke & Steve Haggerty
Mary Happ
Harkness House for 

Children
Elizabeth Hebert
George & Susan Heisler
Judy Harris Helm
Jean Henderson
Kristen Hesby
Ronald Hogan
Michael Howard
Charlene Howland
HP Community Early 

Learning Center
Becky & Chris Hurley
Eleanor Husman
Nancy & Tim Iida
Joni Johnson
Joseph Sears School

Elizabeth Joyce
Kymm & Tim Junker
Julie Kalainov
Beth Karnes
Jeff & Caroline Katz
Angela Keefe
Bob Scales & Mary Keefe
Jenny Keller
Erin Kelly
Trish & Tom Kelly
Lynette Kerrane-Darragh
Manisha Khanna
Kid Motion
Nikki Klingenstein
Lynda Kolb
Jennifer & Charles 

Lawless
Teresa Lickerman
Susan Lumpp
Meredith & Eric Lussen
Amanda Macejko
Andrea & Tom Macina
Butch & Janice MacVicar
Sonia Madden
Nancy Magill
Jennifer Martay
Kathryn Martin
Meredith & Daniel Mazur
Julie & Mike McCauley
Diane & Mark Melio
Chris & Meredith Meyer

Mathnasium of Kenilworth
847-251-3200

www.mathnasium.com/Kenilworth
554 Green Bay Rd, Kenilworth, IL 60043

2017 WINNER

It's Exciting When 
Math Makes Sense!

A co-educational independent school for students age 2 through Grade 8. 
145 South Green Bay Road, Lake Forest, Illinois 60045  |  (847) 234-2350  |  www.lfcds.org

Schedule a tour today at 
(847) 615-6151 or lfcds.org

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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Sarah & Justin Mohr
Cindy & Otto Monnig
Brittany Moore
Jenny & Brad Morehead
Debbie Morton
Brad & Laurie Murlick
Suzanne Nelson
Shan Nemeth
Michael & Cheryl O'Brien
Amy O'Donnell
Gwen Oelerich
Jennifer & Brad Page
Matthew Derrick & Helen 

Parsons
Julie Pfeffer
Susan & Tom Pigott
Carrie & Greg Portland
Madeline & Kostas 

Poulakidas
Shawna Radzik
Andrew Hopkins & 

Cynthia Rapp
Astrid Araya-Rehbock & 

Timo Rehbock
Susan Resko
Susan Rooney
Melissa & Jeff Ross
Carol & Rob Scallan
Pam Schultz
Allison Schumacher
Maureen Schwaab
Stuart Schweidel
Anne & Gordon Scott
Kate Shapiro
Missy Shinall
Jessica Shinn
Lowey & Adam Sichol
Ann & Peter Silberman
Holly Smirl

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith
Rutledge & Katie Pease 

Smith
Jennifer & Tor Solberg
Margaret & Adelbert 

Spaan
Julene Stellato
Julie & Bob Stracks
James & Elizabeth 

Stucker
Meredith & Mark Sullivan
Kelly & Mike Sullivan
Paul Sweetow
Elaine Tinberg
Andrea Tingue
Melissa & David Trandel
Linda & Nick Vagra
Rebecca van der Bogert
Kelly Vergamini
Mary Walther
Nicole & Matthew Ward
Terri Wareham
Lynne Weinberg
Adam & Julia Werner
Lawson & Jane 

Whitesides
Emilee Wolfe
Randi & Ed Woodbury
Nat Roberts & Laura Zung

up to $99
Katie & Chris Alexander
Allstate Giving Campaign
Rhian Evans Allvin
Joan Almon
Matt & Sarah Alshouse
Patricia & Jennifer 

Andrew
Michelle & Paul Astolfi

Michele Bacik
Laura & Brian Baker
Bank of America 

Charitable Foundation
Janet & Eric Beatty
Karen Beil
Mary Bell
Amy & Andy Bluhm
Taryn & Jeb Boatman
Doug Bolton
Georgia Bozeday
Holly Kaplan Bressler
Tanya Brown
Cassie & Carl Buccellato
Barbra & R.J. Bukovac
Jennifer Bunge
Mark Naumann & 

Angelique Burbach
Kristy Burden
Eileen Canafax
Connie Capone
Erin Charchut
Christ Church Children's 

Program
Annette & Tom Cole
Heather & Doug 

Crimmins
Meredith Daw
Shelley & Tim Dolan
Joe & Paige Dooley
Abby Dunn
Corinne Evans
Hilary Fedorinchik
Kim Fiedler
Jessica Fleming
Anissa Forman
Elisabeth & Jeff Franzen
Sheila Gideon
Brad & Martha Gillum

Paige Goettel
Gina Gooden
Libby Graham
Kathy Hardy
Rick Mullin & Mary Henry
Laura Henzlik
Anita Hicks
Rick & Katie Hielscher
Hi-Five Sports Clubs
Mary Hines
Rebecca Hoffman
Peg Hoskin
Peiqing Liang & Wenbo 

Hu
Peter & Yani Huften
Calle Hutchen
Denise Ingram
Robin Hans & Jerry 

Israelov
Nancy Jaffee
Stephanie Joyce
Steve & Anne Juliusson
Jennifer & Patrick Keenan
Carrie Kelly
Betsy Kilroy
Evie Klein
Seong & Sarah Ko
Anthony Krause
Anna & Vladimir Ladik
Patty Lea
Rob & Kristin Levoy
Elizabeth Lind
Courtney Loeb
Anne & David Loucks
Kathy Lowell
Maha Lubbat
Janet & Andy Lubetkin
Halley & Andrew Lydecker
Ryan & Alexis Malayter

Kathryn & John Mangel
Robert M. Mardirossian
Susan Marren
Richard Porter & Lydia 

Marti
Gloria & Michael 

Masterson
Courtney & John Mathy
Jane Mawicke
Katie McClement
Tracey McDowell
Dan McNerney
Katie Meehan
Maggie & Michael 

Meiners
Bill & Betsy Meuer
Eric Gravengaard & Liza 

Michaels
Todd & Gia Miller
Maureen & Jeff Miller
Christine Morse
Lisa Metzger Mugg
Katie Nahrwold
Karin & Karl Palasz
Katie & John Palmer
Gulnara & Christopher 

Payne
Ali Pearson
Polina Petrovic
Carrie & F.J. Phillips
Molly Pope
Michelle & Chris Prassas
Chuck & Ruth Provow
Michael Racine
Linda & Tim Ransford
Kendal Reis
Valerie Ritchie
Colleen Roberts
Sarah Geist Rosen

Danielle & Lewis 
Schoenwetter

Cal Fentress & Andy 
Schweitzer

Aileen Scommegna
Janine & Charlie Sheridan
Anu & Nidhi Singh
Karen & Jon Skinner
Peter & Debbie Smith
Erin & Ned Smith
Conny Staelens-Stas
Curt Mueller & Jennifer 

Stephan
Jim & Becky Sulecki
Mike & Katie Then
Mollie VanderLaan
Chris VanderPal
Susanna VerEecke
Merrilee Waldron
Judy Ward
Mara Warner
Carrie Waterston
Stephanie Wheat
Stacey Wilson
Keith Zaransky & Lynn 

Wolff
Janelle Wood
Michelle & Andy Worth
Emily & Chris Wyner
Connie Yonan
Debbie & Ethan Youderian
Carla & Bill Young

FIND A CONVENIENT LOCATION NEAR YOU
brighthorizons.com/allianceforec 

877-624-4532

DEVELOP THE SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE  
TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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camP PRogRamS 
2018
all Things bright and 
beautiful Summer camp  
June 18-July 27, ages 3-6.
all Things bright and 
beautiful Vacation  
bible camp  
July 30-August 9.
baker Summer  
Discovery camp  
June 11-August 3, ages 3-8th 
grade.
chicago botanic  
garden camp  
June 11-August 17, ages 2-15.
French School  
Summer camp  
June 4-July 13, ages 2.5-7.

The Josselyn center camp 
neeka Therapeutic  
Day camp  
June 18 to July 26, ages 8 to 
12, held at Youth Services of 
Glenview/Northbrook.
northfield Park District  
Begins June 18th, ages 3-10th 
grade.
Ronald knox montessori 
School  
June 18-August 10, ages 2-6.
St. Francis Xavier  
School camp  
June 18-July 27.
Sts. Faith, hope, & charity 
School imagine Day camp  
Ages 3-8.
Willow Wood  
Preschool camp  
Must be 3 years by 12/31/18.

Winnetka community 
nursery School  
Summer camp  
June 11-July 19, ages 2-5.
Winnetka Park District 
Summer Day camps  
June 11-August 3, ages 34 
months-grade 9.
Winnetka Public  
School nursery  
June 11-July 19, ages 2-5.

ongoing
chicago botanic garden 
nature Preschool  
Ongoing registration for the 
2018-19 school year.
chicago botanic garden 
nature nights  
Select Saturdays, June, July, 

August & September.  
Preregister:  
chicagobotanic.org 
French School  
Ongoing registration for 2018-
19 school year. Ages 2.75-6. 
Elementary after-school 
French program. Ages 6-14.
music institute  
of chicago 
Summer programs are open 
for enrollment.
Ronald knox  
montessori School 
Registration for 2018-19 
school year.
Willow Wood Preschool  
Ongoing registration for the 
2018-19 school year.

eaRly chilDhooD communiTy calenDaR

For Prompt, Professional Service…
Call 847•999•4419

Your Older 
Home Experts

 Online, Summer, & Weekend Enrichment Programs
www.ctd.northwestern.edu

A multidisciplinary therapy center providing 
comprehensive services to individuals with autism 
spectrum disorder and related special needs from 

infancy through young adulthood.

Free screenings!   
224-326-2206   Info@KGHConsultation.org 

KGHConsultation.org    Madison, WI & Northbrook, IL

Continued on page 14

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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Winnetka-northfield 
chamber of commerce 
northfield Farmers’ 
market  
Saturdays June 9-October 
6th 7:30am-12:30 pm. 
Southwest corner of Happ 
Road & Willow Road. 
Winnetka-northfield 
Public library District 
Summer Reading club

aPRil 2018
19   The alliance for 
early childhood, 
District 36 Transition to 
kindergarten meeting  
Greeley School, Winnetka, 
9:30-10:30 am. 
19   The Volunteer center 
Recognition celebration  
7:30pm.

22   backyard nature 
center earth Day Fun  
and Service  
Erickson Woods, 12:30-3pm. 
23  Ronald knox 
montessori School  
open house 
9:30am.
28   The alliance for 
early childhood, Spring 
community Play Day 
Gillson Park, Wilmette, 9:30-
11:30am. 
28-29   chicago botanic 
garden malott Japanese 
garden Spring Festival  
10am-3pm.

may 2018
1  The alliance for early 
childhood, Wild Play: 
Parenting adventures in  
the great outdoors with 

David Sobel 
Washburne School Little 
Theater, Winnetka, 7-8:30pm.
2  The alliance for early 
childhood, annual 
inspiring nature Play 
conference: innovations  
Chicago Botanic Garden, 
9am-3:30pm.
5, 12 & 19  center for 
Talent Development 
Spring Tadpole academy  
Parent-Child courses for 
students age 3. www.ctd.
northwestern.edu/program/
tadpole-academy-parent-
child-classes
6  Winnetka Park District, 
mother/Daughter Tea 
Party  
1-2:30pm.
9  Ronald knox montessori 
School open house  
9:30am.
18  Winnetka Park 
District’s movie-in-the-
Park (The lego batman 
movie)
19   chicago botanic 
garden Summer  
little Diggers 
Ages 2-4 and adult. 
Preregister:  
chicagobotanic.org
28  Winnetka’s memorial 
Day Parade & observance 
Glendale & Elm, 10am.

June 2018
4  The alliance for early 
childhood, Summer 
community Play Day  
Erickson Woods, Winnetka, 
9:30-11:30am. 

6  middlefork School 
(northfield) new 
kindergarten  
Visitation Day  
3:15-4:30pm or 6-7pm.
8-9  Winnetka children’s 
Fair  
Village Green.
13 & 20  Winnetka Park 
District’s Summer 
children’s concerts  
Hubbard Woods Park,  
11-11:45am. 
13, 20 & 27  Winnetka 
Park District’s Summer 
concert Series  
Hubbard Woods Park, 
7-8:30pm.
15   center for Talent 
Development Summer 
online Family Program  
June 15-July 13 and July 
20-August 10. 
Advanced online courses 
grade K-3. www.ctd.
northwestern.edu/program/
online-family-program
15-16  Winnetka music 
Festival  
winnetkamusicfestival.com
16-17  chicago botanic 
garden creatures of the 
cove Family activities  
10am-4pm.
17   Winnetka Park 
District’s “Take Dad to the 
beach ballpark brunch”  
Tower Road Beach, 10am-1pm.  
22   glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Wyman Green, 10-10:45am.
22  Winnetka Park 
District’s movie-in-the-
Park (Thor: Ragnarok)

Faith Based and  
Child Centered  
Preschool 
222 Kenilworth Avenue
Kenilworth IL 60043
Church of the Holy Comforter
www.holycomforter.org
847-251-6120

Chicago Botanic Garden
Nature Preschool  

and Summer Camp
Financial Aid Available

AV18149 Alliance for Early Childhool Ad.indd   1 2/22/18   5:09 PM

the allianCe’s sPeCial needs rOundtable 
is looking to connect and support parents of children 
with special needs. If you are interested in receiving 
information about meet ups, seminars, and support groups, 
please contact SpecialNeeds@TheAllianceForEC.org.

Continued from page 13

Join online at commresearchregistry.northwestern.edu 

Call toll-free (855) 354-3273 or email commresearchregistry@northwestern.edu 

http://www.TheAllianceForEC.org
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25-29  center for Talent 
Development Summer 
leapfrog Program  
Skokie and Chicago.  
Ages 4-grade 3. www.ctd.
northwestern.edu/program/
leapfrog
26  glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Kalk Park, 10-10:45am.
27   northfield Park 
District children’s 
concert  
Clarkson Park, 5:30-6:30pm.
30   center for Talent 
Development’s annual 
opportunities for the 
Future  
Northwestern University’s 
Evanston Campus.  
Conference for families. 
30   Winnetka Park 
District’s 5k  
Winnetka Park District, 8am. 

July 2018
4   northfield 4th of July 
Festivities  
Starting at 10am.
4   Winnetka’s annual 
Fourth of July celebration  
Starting at 10am. 
6   glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Wyman Green, 10-10:45am.
9-27   center for Talent 
Development Summer 
leapfrog Program  
Skokie, Chicago, and Lake 
Forest. 
Ages 4-grade 3. www.ctd.
northwestern.edu/program/
leapfrog

11  northfield Park District 
Touch a Truck  
Clarkson Park, 4-6pm.
11, 18 & 25  Winnetka 
Park District’s Summer 
concert Series  
Hubbard Woods Park, 
7-8:30pm.  
13-14  Winnetka-
northfield chamber of 
commerce Sidewalk Sale  
9am-5pm.
13   Winnetka Park 
District’s movie-in-the-
Park (Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle) 
Location TBD, dusk. 
14   Winnetka Park 
District’s Water carnival 
& national hot Dog Day 
Tower Road Beach, 10am-
12:30pm.  
21-22  chicago botanic 
garden creatures of the 
cove Family activities  
10am-4pm.
24   glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Kalk Park, 10-10:45am.
25   northfield Park 
District children’s concert  
Clarkson Park, 5:30-6:30pm. 
28   Winnetka Park 
District’s Family camp out  
Tower Road Beach, 7pm-10am.

auguST 2018
8   northfield Park District 
children’s concert  
Clarkson Park, 5:30-6:30pm.

10   glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Wyman Green, 10-10:45am.
11-12  chicago botanic 
garden creatures of the 
cove Family activities  
10am-4pm.
17   Winnetka Park 
District’s movie-in-the-
Park (The goofy movie) 
Centennial Park, dusk. 
22   Winnetka Park 
District’s back to School 
concert  
Hubbard Woods Park, 
7-8:30pm.
25   Winnetka Park 
District’s Farewell to 
Summer Family luau  
Tower Road Beach, 4–7pm.  

28  glencoe library & Park 
District Tots-n-Tunes 
concert  
Kalk Park, 10-10:45am.

“A boy deer must hear  
really well out of those 
really big ant-l-eARs!”

—Philip, age 4

interested in JOining the bOard OF direCtOrs  
OF the allianCe FOr early ChildhOOd?
If you love ScreenBreak and all the other Alliance events that take 
place throughout the year, please consider joining The Alliance for 
Early Childhood Board! You can join as a school representative or an 
at-large member. It is a great way to get involved in the community 
and learn more about issues related to early childhood. We would 
love to have you! Find out more at www.TheAllianceForEC.org or 
contact President@TheAllianceForEC.org. 
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Baker Demonstration School 
Denise Boswell & Merle Scharmann

Chicago Botanic Garden  
Nature Preschool 
Ann Halley

Childcare Network of Evanston 
Deepa Mehta

Deerfield School District 109 
Marcie Faust

Family Service of Glencoe 
Kathy Livingston

Glenview Methodist Preschool 
Karen Coan

Harkness House for Children 
Patti Ruffin

North Shore School District 112 
Kristin Swanson & Chelsey Maxwell

Ravinia Nursery School 
Kathy Olsen

Ronald Knox Montessori 
Blythe Sylvia

Rose Hall Montessori 
Stephanie Howard

St. Francis Xavier School 
Colleen Barrett & Chris Zeman

Trinity Church Nursery School 
Sue Gaertner

1235 Oak Street
Winnetka, Il 60093
847.441.9001

A Joyful Noise Preschool 
Amy O’Dell

All Things Bright & Beautiful 
Gina Gooden

Christ Church Children’s Programs 
Nicole Roberts

Crow Island School 
Allison Schumacher

Family Action Network 
Deirdre Franklin

French School 
Andrea Carolus &  
Ashlee Cummings

Greeley School 
Natalie Hamm & Julie Pagliaro

Hubbard Woods School 
Jill Beckstedt

Middlefork School 
Ellen Knight

North Shore Country Day School 
Janelle Wood, School Rep 
Coordinator

Northfield Community Nursery 
School 
Christie Baker, Past President & 
Secretary

Sacred Heart School 
Anna Bluhm

Sts. Faith, Hope & Charity School 
Jen Dine 

Joseph Sears School 
Mari Pagone-Franklin, Special Needs 
Roundtable & Stacey Sunderland

Willow Wood Preschool 
Margaret Reynolds 

Wilmette Community  
Nursery School 
Sarah Kelly

Winnetka Community  
Nursery School 
Emily Rose

Winnetka-Northfield Public Library 
Sheila Cody

Winnetka Public School Nursery 
Katie O’Connor

Winnetka Public Schools 
Trisha Kocanda

Ursula Arsenault, VP Board Development
Brooke Blum
Cindy Brady, Past President
Holly Bressler
Tanya Brown
Sydney Clark

Katie Comstock
Paige Dempsey
Amber Farashahi, President
Stephanie Figlioli
Debra Gaetano
Shara Godiwalla, VP Evaluation

Paige Goettel
Stephanie Graves, Funds Manager
Kathy Hardy
Kathryn Martin
Gina Mathews, VP Programs
Katie McClement

Tracey McDowell, Past President
Aileen Scommegna 
Missy Shinall
Kate Van Vlack
Emily Walker, VP Communications
Emilee Wolfe, Treasurer

Liza Sullivan 
Executive Director & Editor

Elizabeth Joyce 
Director of Operations

Blakely Bundy 
Executive Director Emeritus & Senior Advisor

Amy Blesi 
Development Coordinator

The alliance for early childhood 2017–2018 board of Directors
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BackYard Nature Center 
Daniel Kielson & Linn Carey

Counseling Center of the  
North Shore 
Lenna Silberman Scott

Glencoe Park District 
Paul Goedjen

Glencoe Public Library 
Ann Finstad

Glencoe School District #35 
Catherine Wang

Josselyn Center for Mental Health 
Mike Scholl

Kenilworth Park District 
John Kiwala

Kenilworth School District #38 
Dr. Crystal LeRoy

Kohl Children's Museum  
of Greater Chicago 
Stephanie Bynum

Lincoln Park Zoo 
Emily Van Laan

Music Institute of Chicago 
Reagan Brasch

Northfield Park District 
Jim Reuter

NSSED 
Christy Crabtree

NSSRA 
Jerry Barton

Pathways.org 
Melissa Eichstead Medellin &  
Sarah Kerndt

Sunset Ridge School District #29 
Edward Stange

The Volunteer Center 
Barb Tubekis

Wilmette-Kenilworth Chamber  
of Commerce 
Julie Yusim

Wilmette Park District 
Olga Miklasz

Wilmette Public Library 
Keren Joshi

Winnetka Community House 
Patti Schmidt

Winnetka-Northfield Chamber  
of Commerce 
Terry Dason

Winnetka Park District 
Toby Ross
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